


EDITORIAL

In this, the third edition of thelohannesburg Heritage Journale are proud and very privileged to publigtior the first
time - the Diary of Louisa MitchellWe are deeply grateful to John Whiteside, whose great aunt Louisa was, for the
provenance of théiary, and for his permission to publish the photographs of Louisa.

Louisag she who graces our front covemas a young Scots woman who came to Pretoriarthbefore the outbreak of

the AngleBoer War in October 1899. She had come as the companion to the wife of a Judge (who, precisely, is not clear),
and to act as Governess to his children. The fact that Harry Ussher, to whom she would be marriedary B0, was

in Pretoria- as the General Manager of the PretoRéetersburg Railway Companynay have been a further factor in her
choosing to come out to the ZuififrikaanscheRepubliek at the time that she did. Harry Ussher and his work for this littl
known Railway Company will feature in a later edition of dbernaj for now, the focus is on Louisa and the remarkable
document she left.

Although relatively brief, the diary provides the contemporary reader with invaluable insight into the stresksssains in

social relations in Pretoria just before and subsequent to the declaration of war. This is not the place to undertake an

analysis of the document, but just two of the more striking aspects of the diary may be noted: first, the effect of the wa

people who lived in Pretoria at the time. The marked, and very rapid hardening of attitudes among the citizens of Pretoria
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trace the change from a generalised, and hopefully normal, sympathy on her part for the wives and families of Burghers as

their menfolk prepare to leave on commando; she writes of her pity for the smebe-bereaved among those who

remain at home. It is noibng, however, before she takes great satisfaction in the wholesale slaughter of Boers. She also
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Notable, too, is the rapid coolingf relations with those who, until the war began in earnest, had been her friends. These
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her curt response to this bit of news.

The change in the psycluglical climate at the time is palpabteand although comparisons are generally odious, one
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the almost impenetrable stoicism of Isalta Lipp in heWar Diary which covers the period October 2899 to June %,

1900. Of course, Isabella was older and the wife of a bank official who had been given permission to remain in
Johannesburg during the war. The political climate in Johawurgs too, was vastly different to that of Pretor@ayet
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of Johanna Brandt. This document, written in impeccable English (she had a small difficulty with the aposaohthe

case with many English speakers) by a young Boer woman, who actually knew Louitarig, Brel mentions her leaving

Pretoria for Durban in February 1900. They apparently moved in the same social ¢cuglpsr-crust Pretoria¢ and had

many friends and acquaintances in common. Johanna lived with her mother, Mrs van Waarmelo, on atéegées

Sunnysideg and both were friendly with members of the judiciary and their families: Judges Esser, Morice, Kock and

others. Louisa, being the companion and governess in the household of one of the Judges, was obviously not quite on the
samelevela (G KS @I y ¢Butthe NgrdSdcial Qidrarchy and class distinction of England apparently did not prevail

in Pretoria in 1899.

But enough said here of thBiary, read it, and if you have not yet read those of Isabella Lipp and Johanna Brandt, read
them all to obtain a truly feminine view of both sides of the Agloer
War ¢ from the perspectives of Johannesburg and Pretoria.
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same applies to her use of certain words that today would be regarded as unacceptailitical correctness has been
deliberately eschewed in favol2 T | dzi KSy A OAled ¢KS NBdzyR oNI O1SdGa O2yialAy
brackets indicate editorial comment or query.

Also in this edition of thedournal,g S O2y iAydzS 6AGK aAl1S!tFTNBRQa &SNARSaE 2y
ROBNII . NRP2YS $K2 &adzZlJLl2NI SR wledY2yR RIFENIQa O2yGSyGAazy GK
evolutionary chain from ape to man.
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The Goldfields of the (then) Orange Free State were discovered only when geologists and mining ebgiceaes
convinced that the reef on the Witwatersrand continued far south into that province. The discovery has not received
nearly as much attention as that of the main reef at Langlaagte, but the mines that the discovery gave rise to have brought
enormouswealth to South Africa. We have included in this edition an article which first appear@thienFriendn
Bloemfontein. The newspaper no longer exists, and it has been thought appropriate to publish the history of the Aandenk
boreholeq a history that idittle known.

Finally, we publish some notes on the history and heritage of the Country Club, Johannesburg. Not as old as the Rand Club,
the Country Club has nonetheless played an important part in the lives of a certain stratum of Johannesburg sstciety. Ju
42YS 2F Ada aSONBdGa FNBE NBGBSItSR KSNBX

Readers are reminded that contributions on the heritage of Johannesbargl further afieldg are welcome. Preferably,
they should be in electronic format, and sent gaul@nweb.co.za Typed scripts are also acceptable, and should be
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DIARY OF LOUISA MITCHELL

OCTOBER 189EBRUARY 1900
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The burghers had notice to be in réadilzsssramthe26 Bthenérad7500 from Pretoria
wereommandeered. The two van Warmels boyshesra@natly teeyfiestger and very gc
shots. The first contingent (500) |€tfaloWedrbgiaii@8ame number on Friday and the r
on Saturday.

We went down town ttheee wdrmto be seen on Friday afternoon but did not go to the |
saw, however, mounted and armed burghers tearing about between the square and
waiting to see friends off.

Some poor women whose husbaadsrhesedisirected ity caref to be pitied for who
knows if they will come back.

8" After the great war scare of last week things look quite peaceful again. It is said
to make a peaceful sattathentleventh hour as Wi¢ e@uitbseem too late. The Boers w
not be willingly made to return to their homes after having been within shot of the ene

8" Today things waver between peace and war. At Judge Essiea intthdeavesimwe r
Sunday morning for Lichtenburg on the Western frontier. He did aotide=is twtike the
the only one by a very long way who has gone in that spiriat FeagtodftiizoBeetaia
happen to khae gone heartily tol tbe dsifitthey were earnest in the cause which calle
to fight. The English have lived among them on friendly terms for so long hundreds c
take up arms against them.

7" Things haveatakere warlike turn. Mr Gray in the afternoon told me he had heard tl
begin on Mdnstayie people even expect it tomorrow. People begin to talk in bated bt
Things are getting really serious.

Mr Greene (Britishs&yefitat he thinks every English man will be turned out of the
declaration of war.

Two days ago Judge Esser came & commandeered the Judge and Mr van Leeuhot
the time to go on night police duty. Nosw thavesdefhdngimihouses without proper prot
Kaffirs have been breaking into various houses in town and it has been found advis:
guard the town.
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requiring an answer within forty eight hours. During those forty eight hours there v
everyone was quite satisfied as to what the answer would be.

1 1 kI 1j\ Yirthddyheutide wént dbvyn tolcanyrituiate Aik. He iias mo
and complaisant. It was expected some time ago that the old man meant to do s
birthdhynake peace or $umhi liky | & gA[ dg[ c | advernmert] j f
was phoned to the State Secretary by Mr Greene and immediately after martial law
Proclamation however was not made until 100/c 8nTthe szoneirafteffibie (11
British Agent demandpdriamuhgot it and a special train was chartered for him anc
household next day to leave at 1.300/c.

With the departure of the British Agent all friendly (relations?) are at an end and we f
Transvaal becotivallyrgrisoners. British subjects have been given eight days to qu
government has been most generbdsriy #ightéspast was the longest time they exp
havkl sent with Mr Stollard [?] what | expgdtest hettgttmme. Harry was not quite cert
his departure although he expected to have to go.

18. It is expected that the Boers on the Eastern frontier wilkntb#iseirstiallatah tonig
Mafeking on the Western bordenis gmigetersburg Railway was taken over officially t
men are leaving on Saturadyvhéat | expect will be my last letter from hérae for perha
all events until this horrible war is over. The JugmEralstowentam geretaria.

| was in a most unsettled state of mind and it seemed quite unable to decide if | oug
strings pulling in both iddettionsone side inclination on the other. | appealed to Mr Gi
Yyfv 1 \V][aVv]y Iyl * ea_ | kl Yq kY~*]
dgf _ »l g Z] oal> » Ofgl] |lg |1 1~~1711

16 (1f1j Yd+ g mewitholt Appositiog. jTHe Jplace loafl ¢vickemtly been e
the English some days before. General Meyer and his Utrecht & Vryheid Comma
breaking up the lines on the way & cutting the telegraph wires.

At Mafeking the Buvghtatseh&@0 British prisoners from an armoured train which was
the line. The Burghers find the country round Mafeking unfavoliretnerdé¢heyr mode
necessary whereas this country i Getecfialt @uapgeis in command is said to be an at
general than Joubert who is somewhat of an old woman. His wife always accompa
drives about on the veldt in a little cart.

1¥. No important news has been heard today.nGrenjedmsrsanttohivdren in Mafekin
that he is going to bombard the place.



My name having been put before the permit committee and passed | have to go doy
to sign the pass and be sworn in by taking an oathbouh2uiraBg0 hoedreadeBritish in
Pretoria who have been granted Permits but the committee have been rhost particul
not one of the clergy were given a permit not Mr Gray who is a good Christian man
greateal to help the poor and suffering at a time like this. The Bishop was given a pe
on refusing to allow his horses to be commandeerkedda tidlspaecténctountry

18, During the first three days ehtfiee/paksajes have been given to poor British St
out of the country 13,500 in all have left. On Monday 3,500, Tuesday 5,000, & Wedn
a great many more who left on Thursday. These are aninédnessevbaidhéal Hicae jheses
45,000 [this figure is queried in the transcript] [who have] left Johannesburg [or] the
is full to overflopémple are sleeping in sheds, verandahs, storehouses,arigwhere. Hu
open truckarriage accommodation did not attempt to meet the rush. We saw sever:
loaded with Kaffirs on their way home but the Europdansejenedaphdgiaat night
hardship they have had tapdtwip hate to for some time still. We pray for a speedy ¢
horrible Wwathen we think of the starving thousands now out of work.

20p 1 kl']l]j\vYqg o] 1Y)\ g~ | ] "iankl k.
between the Free State Boers & thé iNstauPpdsieedrst these NC (80 in all) had be
scouting & were surprized by 50 Burghers. The ButbkeCatbstents tan Kilkedinded &
one taken prisoner. Gallveeyatah ©hief of Justice.

We also heard that a train containing 800 oxen had been captured by the Boers neal
in that tale remains fosbraiaen carry 800 oxen must have been of unheard of propo
oxeto each wagon is ample.

There is said to be fighting going on now in Dundee in Natal news of which we hope
are said to have been seen here and at several other places.

2% The news of the capture of 250 meartfiyrtiexiBoeay vilelsece was of course great ju
over it in the Boer camp. These men had all got away from the main body and were
into a Kaffir kraal but were shelled by the enemy and finally sueendedekill€xf #relBoe
25 wounded.

2% The news that came to us on Sunday morning was most disheartening. Dundee
the enemy and the tales of the hundreds killed were terrible. The British soldiers se
YT\ ~Ad]\ (ztheit lygvdry ahd gbod thayKsmakshAip riuatjte]l when the nun
equal on both sides. The Boers had 31 killed and about 60 wounded. Sir George W
the taking of Dundee.



On Sundaynafterhowever very different news arrived which quite reassured us agail
nYf -]]1m g~Ak af | ] Y~I]1jfggf |l g k ]
been taken prisoner and General Kock vadntkided 400 bhdvounded the number wa
known. It seemed that the British were really going to assert themselves after all as
done from the beginning. The report that General White had béest kitedetdkrmalf the
the victory.

The prisoners of Friday were brought to Pretoria and put on the race course. Two C
[Force?] they say were quite happy and unconcerned at being prisoners. There have
thing they have been heard to say. That they would not be figth@ygaBoeamagelin for w
The officers give great praise to the way the Boers fire and fight.

23 | went over in the morning to tell Mrs van Warmelsttakd/ineiviooitecdoldmto
see the review of Burghers which was fostaké¢helatelatmediat the news was not so t
as had been said lastlgigiout 150 men were taken prisoner and only 100 killed an
report that Judge Kock had been shot may not be true. She came in later in the mor
that the reports yesterday were frightfullystikaggeiated [?] at Elandslaagte was ours
Pretoria contingent waighbtsio #tleour friends are safe.

2% The Hollanders and Germans seem to have been the sufferers in the fight a
commandoes are almost annihilated. Many are still unaccounted for and may turn
escapad #aid because the Tommies got hold of some whisky and began to get jolly.
word in Dutch that they might try to escape and did so. Mr de Wet Hamer [?] was o
after some days. Since the dedlacattorhat waealforbidden to be sold in the Transva
and places where liquor is sold have been shut, an excellent plan to work on.

A large Ambulance train left Pretoria last night for the front to fetch the wounded fit
escaped from Dundee are said to be wandering about still. Some reports say they a
that while the Free Staters were engaging some troops at Elandslaagte they got into
white flag. We hear novedhge Suhie is alive but Sir W ReSySymeds [Pertally

wounded at Dundee and died on Monday and was buried with a military funeral by G

We hear dreadful tales of how badly the prisoners ard tlea®Roepntiea Englistvaamp
it heileof course it is all imaginary but anything they hear against the English they are

The big siege gun which Judge Esser and Curlewis had been commandeered to ac
there on Monday aaddhmmen proceeding with the siege since then but without it app
The Little [?] Garrison are holding out splendidly. The Boers are in terror of the dynar
the town.



There has been nothing fresh hérd Boesrd\ataltaking up their positions for the a
Ladysmith. The berg [?] rainy weather has prevented anything further from being
3]\ n]jk#mdd]j oadd *Yn] | d%] g _11I ]

38. Rumours that the attack on Ladysmith began today reached us during the day :
8Yje]l]dk af | ] Y~lI]jfggf O»O ilaboilt10k Y a\
Boers had been killed in the aytilleyyraedi nVthen the Judge went out at 6.30 he bre
terrible news that 1,300 British had been taken prisoner but we could not for a mome
could be true. When he came back at 10.40 however he lsadirtokedus ehtzrih?d hew
men had been captured and 24 guns.

It is a blow too terrible to believe that over a thousand English should yield themsel
powerful and not rather stand and die. The British armyos asokedaiiplebdtdoed L
have met their match and seemingly more than their match in the Boers. | cannot m
are the English who have surrendered. One feels quite ashamed of them that they
Englishmieis. & disgrace one feels keenly living in the Enemy Country and | have aw
the Dutch people today. Miss van Warmels however came into our bedroom in the
turn to chuckle and we hoped it wowd &redduirsisbmaritb The 42 officers say the prisol
on their way to Pretoria and are expected' Moaembeoridertwatd today that seven n
guns were taken by the Free Staters. Mr van Leeuhoff got cominesleaoethbut the
heaven and earth to get him back agairk 2z ] ] f kK] f I l g [/ gjn
medical certificate and send after him tomorrow.

Bus[y?] going teMilanlend goodness knows how many. | belie\ecthpg hayetimamage
e]\Va[Yd []jla~a[Y!l] Yf\ .YdYfAk h]jeal
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The first lot of prisoners from Ladysmith arrived at 8.30 this morning. The 42 office
at the Station to see the lattdrarrivegWhed a _ | ]\ ~j ge | ~ ] | ]
Boers uncdvétedEnglish officers gave the military salute. It must have been very gal
have been in such a position. If their conduct seamwes canwatdigaltyaelb tkefacts of th
case and what straits they may have been in.

The third detachment arrived at 70/c in the evening. We heard that they were to ari
anxious to see them but could not take tle etgdrevitivivesviesser but saw nothing bt
crowd of Dutchies waiting to see them arrive. Among the crowd was Miss Dyer wh
A\ » 5geeal] kA Yf\ oYnaf _ "f]jda lk§Engishy  Aq
are to be beaten we shall have to put up with an amount of insults.



3% Yesterday we heard no fresh news. This morning it was said that they were fight
evening they said only that the cannonadirgithaasshezped

Yesterday afternoon while we were out walking we met Miss van Warmels who was
having just seen the British Officers come down to the Model School from the Race
have a look at themetebed iretdid feel so sorry for them and so rebellious at not bein
anything for them. They seemed very unconcerned themselves whatever their inwa
they appear indifferent leaning over the pakisgsiateitingigaeettes in their mouths. It i
hoped that cowardice was not the cause of their being taken prisoner.

4" There was said to have been fighting at Ladysmith today but the accounts we he:
Among otheigalas that 500 Lancers went out against the Free Staters and were cu
Five are said to have escaped. This is a tale too barbarous to be true, it would have
and too atrocious. We dare not lzglieve such a thin

8" The Boers about the town are wearing such satisfied expressions over the affair
by mahyll Boers hope it is true at least, they bear a great malice for the Lancers sir
that they havedratseclipse out.

18, Heard tonight that it is rumoured in some circles that the Lancers cut the Fre
slaughter ori"dgwed4that Lukas Meyer the Vryheid Commandant was wounded at the
events he was inaekdedHretoria about a week later suffering one day from dyse
pneumonia but everyone who has seen him says he is looking remarkably well.

Of] \VYq o] 1Y Y [ gf |Ijth¥ eéxpldnatiangehtieevsids p |
given in the paper one day that General Joubert was ashamed to confirm it as it wot
and that [the] English were afraid to own it in case of causing a panic in Natal.

4" 1%, There has been nothing of regpemioganhaing the last fortnight. General Buller
have arrived in Cape ToWbumi@cti3tely nothing has been heard of him here so far. |
he is in one place one day, in another the next. We trusiethat! \distindiasiioksrmsetiea
Mafeking holds out splendidly. They are an example of British officers, those me
-Y\gkeal Ak ~Ydd Yk Z]]f \YI]\ eYfq

|~ Japd]is cencentrating to meet Buller who is said to be on his way from Durban tc

18The day before yesterday a party of soldiers in an armoured train on their way fr
Colenso were surprised andltb@ppapiisrdtdey were sent out to reconnoitre and we
suddenly. The Boers turned their big guns on them and when they came to a cuttin
two large stones on the line and the train was derailed s$woearaandgasmoaeagedttofp
the men escaped but 57, among whom was Mr Winston CtheglaittjweerentBketogeason
today.



18, There is said to be a spy among the men brought in yesterday. We hope he ma
hargbme, brave looking man.

28. Nothing new regard[ing] the war. Mr Berry has been arrested owing it is said tc
and Mrvan Rédsemfag \ gf Al j]l]imaj] em[  ~gj Yf

2% Heard no news. Mrs donteebiaicasrom Ladysmith. She says two bombs fell in thei
and the General were there, one broke the kettle which was boiling on the fire. She
of a hill and watched the ambulance in the @glestsEanamdvadwfielgo between the gra
and Red Cross Camp 15 times. They say Typhdig@makingravaggsdbesenot come.

22 No war news. Buller is supposed to be coming to [?].
2% No war news aghstitoczlyi¢ mj af _ Yk | g #mdd]j Ak eg

28 Mr van Leeuhof told us last night that they had had a brush at Belmont yester
particulars. Mrs L.[?] heard down town that the Boers had first lost a pogition then re
Leeuhoff also said that he had heard that Sir G. White had sent to General Joube!
would give up all the arms, ammunition and provisions [if] the garrison were allowed

28 The battle foughtraitoBeTorsdya&3to our advantage [and] because of that we h
very little about it.

28. Wild rumours were floating about town yesterday, one to the effect that Buller he
men to the relief of Kimberley.

2¥. Otie battle we hear that 10 burghers were killed and about 40 wounded some o
as they could not escape.

The Boers had to retire and the English are now in possession of the railway to |
repairing.

28, In tHpecial to the Volkstem last night it said that the British loss was estimated
carrying away the dead all day on Saturday. When we were out in the afternoon v
raving at the English. A telegram hach@oing ito isath¢hat the Kaffirs under Khamas
murdering the Boers at Derdedorp and had murdered a woman. They were led he s
Maxim. It is terrible when they bégiraibhthekough being killedHeysalde Tinen
Boers have brought this on themselves. The Limpopo Commando entered the Khan
hundred cattle. The Kaffirs appealed most probably to the English to help them. Her
Kaffirs.
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The Englishallev®een accused of using Indian troops at the Battle of Belmont. Mr Jc
this morning that a telegram had come to say that the Boers had shot a dispatch ric
and found on him a dispatch to $aldaddostd Billsmen at the Belmont affair but telling
to despair that they were coming on.

28 There had been fighting at Modder River yesterday but evidently the Boers st
position which will delay K belitfyofin Natal we hear the Boers had been driven bacl
Buller they say has appeared in Durban so now they will begin in real earnest. We s
said the Boers are going to storm Ladysmith either today or tomorrow

DeciA é é ° 5°1j]1 oYk Yfgl 1] ~a_"1 af |~
own but thought they were not strong Etieeyghefiredrinttier night! We shall hear more
later on no doubtdIthsysatormed Ladysmith yesterday but have not managed to tak
have evidently had &secenselirection. But little said of it.

4" No further developments since Modder River. The EnglishKirebesleyatTeholtzN
Boers have given up the idea of storming Ladysmith and are concentrating at Tugela

8" No fresh news. A report from the Volkstem yestétdaglsaiadtican@obBadémafeking
and had defeated #uedBeas chasing them with 15,000 men and was on his way to the
I wish it were true.

6" No news.

7" Great things are expected td happerktoddy] af = #mdd] j Ak Za
fortifying Escoperaiags awaiting reinforcements. Nothing is doing.

8" Reported fighting yesterday, not confirmed today, all quiet.

d" The Judge heard a rumour while on guard last night that the British damaged or
they had retreate¢smaH.adext the Boers were following them up. A special of the V
Yf\ o] ~gmf\ | " YI | ° ] #jalak  ~ Y\ [da
with dynamite and destroyed two Howitzers and cérried pfigone Mpxina dsl g -
birthday present.

The General (Erasmus) in command of the guns with the Pretoria cominando are |
there are hot times in store for them. There is a rumour that therd&lekfatside going
Kimberleye are in hopes that it may lead to the relief. It seems that the fighting in tf
telling very much against the Boers but that side we do not hear.

It is said that 250 men have been takenngrisboet 260 witedded. At least twenty wa
with ammunition were taken. General Buller is directing affairs in Durban.
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18, We hear that General Gatacre has been defeated near Stormberg and 150 men
bad thing in thattharta@iintry as the Dutch farmers there are simply waititiggto join the
Boers by preference.

1f The news of the defeat at Stormberg ivastdbefinmadeoddynen thisao is 790
were taken by ohé0vianandttiee others are evidently wounded. This is a serious de
throw things back cohtidersady still being to take.

18 There was fighting going on at Scholtz Nek all day from 4o/c in the morning till -
Is repged that 2,000 English were killed and wounded (but the same numbers were g
was the real number). They may not have been defeated but they were not succe
position. The Boers held their grommhsTsecBtamdiaae come off wbtskitdnis battle
was almost annihilated.

At Ladysmith they seem to be waking up. They succeeded in destroying another gur
three Pretoria men Wwéve Mbéaweger [?], Mr Van fiytiaciglizrable].

18, A rumour swings about town that Mr Winston Churchill has escaped. There w
Modder River yéstergasticular result.

14 Mr Winston Churchill has really escaped and they arérall h@arittgsabaidt hgihgso
Z]]1f 1'Yc]ft YI ,jmeY  N¢g;O 1ggjl af 19gd:
away with the sanitary cart and it is believed that he may still be in town. All the hou
sarched last night and guards stationed all over the place but he is not found.

18, The British having retired to their old camp at Modder River looks as if they hac
Scholtz Nek. The Boers would have us betiekel thattHey head adnd Y I ] \ | °
disastrous week to our side.

The Judge heard early this morning that the British had been repulsed twice from (
they had had to retire with heavy loss. Of course 2680ykiled. #itbaoghase had bee
prepared for it in a way. The Boers have taken 10 cannon and 150 prisoners among
who were taken had volunteered to recover the guns the horses-foendaichehad all &
numpe g g”*”*a[]jk° 5] #9g]j kA hgkal agf ¢

Decl6th. %a f _ Yivdcdrded [pédamled?] as public holiday by the Boers they ha
Dingaan the Kaffir Chief on that day. It was saidLidy<hethvaodl dnstoe [it?] a general |
of attack however it passed off quietly. The British it appears asked for an armistic
speaks badly for their defeat.

1¥Today is to be a day of Thanksgiving througbmuieh§RbputiticigbityiGod. Did not g
to Church.
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18, No war news but there is great excitement in town of war. One girl of Bodier |
throwing letterstd gfficdrs » ] A\~ Yn] ° ael Qnsel?] Hairg g |
had been dismissed from thé Modél Bdhooc f go o> g° 8af kl gf ¢
was found on roof one night.

18 /g ~jlk> flok° &-aca #j al €GehdthisYj ]
may be untrue.

2% Nothing further has taken place during the last three days but we have had the
British accounts of the battles of Scholtz Nek and Colenso. At the former 829 are
wourdiend midsatgColenso 1100. This is very terrible but nothing to what we were lec
cases the British seem to have been ignorant of the position of their men and not to
position they held. Befarecambénaevestrust they may change their tactics. It would be a
English defeethem win at whatever cost.

8] o] fl | ~"ak Y~I]1]jfggf I g *\Y (ad~”~add
quite interedtitagigh galling to listen to them talking. They of course are all quite con
are going to drive the English from their country once and for all. It has been prophe:

war and the downfall of EnglarcHin Sofith A g ] j k k] ] af | ~ ] ek
ZgjfA Yf\ o g oadd “Yn] Ilg J1f\mj] _j]1°
said to have foretold this war and the downfall of Biitisepgearsiago Admea.sage in t
[gmfl jqg hjgh ]JTkal]\ | Yl | 1)1 k gmd\ 2

There is said to be fighting going on now in Dundee in Natal news of which we hope
aresaid to have been seen here and at several other places.

3% Nothing further in the way of fighting has taken place excepitla¢ Baégishg where
made a sortie and from Boer accounts were driven back wiit Be roejnookil e rer wol
was also a skirmish with Kaffirs when 5 men wérat kilt@dresvdcdsl Wt ilifddns was

killed and Hugh was wounded. Lord Roberts it is said sails [?] to take the Chief Cor
2% .One trustsiill manage things better than Buller. His son was killed at Colenso. B
Scholtz Nek was less dreadful than read.

Januaf§1900

We heard yesterday afternoon that there was fighting going on at Col&sbeYg. The B
#9g]lik » kge] ~Yn] ZzZ]]f cadd]\ Zg 0¢s;0
g |1 alYj°® 51 jmegmjk g~ (]f]jYd
commanding yesterday.
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d" The fiigk of casualties on Sat. at Ladysmith has not come yet but 97 are said to k
killed.

18. We hope Lord Roberts has arrived in Cape Town today and now we can surely h
of 5 Blues were [was] tak&ngrisénkrat] j ° 5] Y[ [ gmfl g

12" Nothing has been doing since Platrand, but it is said a big battlg i$ fériing aty
oal > egj] km[[]kk | onfth®BtodfunyYkl © 5]

18, No news. The whole number of British killed since the war began is 390 and the
kYa\ @& aaa #] al ak-some pfisohersdMonded, killed. It s pajd\a
attack the Platrand is contemplated but this is improbable as the last are said to have

141900 We hear today that the British have crossed the Tugela higher up than Col
Tugela. They are said to be on amw istasd arihhpeed of country to reach the Boer po
Boers it is said are rather alarrhétrasthieynoaee cause for alarm.

18, We heard yesterday morning that the battle that had been looked for today h
morning and we were trembling as to the result but at night we were told it had only
| ] egj faf _ oal g jRpodemsdvith®Methuen aakSir Khaidk
Warren with Buller.

18, No newsiddriperhaps waiting for reinforcements. Boer lies said that position take
bring him in the least bit nearer Ladysmith but within range of Mauser fire.

2% Heard last night that a patrol (Boer) had been surparddsavertdkesratd@ieldns

2% There had been fighting at Colenso on Saturday and with bad results for the En
Tugela but were driven back. We heard on Sat. night that one detachment (Britisl
Helpmekbaf k k Yf\ | "] f ~ Y\ hYkk]\ | g 7Yf 3]
either. Fighting is reported at Colesberg. A great many more men have been comma

28. There has been fighting more andeshé\aayudbfise British have not managed to
force their way through however. Hinéyedadsdapizt kop (Spionkop) and got surroun
were capiutieely incidentally fought well and held out bravelyhrituveos suinarfieared. -
about in town that night ie2dd@agtisoners and 10 guns had been taken, Kitchen:
goodness knows what all.

28 Various rumours have been floating and it is quite difficult to khewewtwit to belie
yet begun the real attack othibebifufighd is in the future still. If they do not succeed |
may give up the fight. There are terrible reports of thie InA0thé thicBritistdillgiden
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today we heafthag$ eYf ~ Yk Z]]f ] ee]\ af YT\ .
not been either confirmed or contradicted.

38 No further news. The slaughter of those po8musstdasterbeertheoddenen,
how brave they imast tew many sorrowing hearts will be mourning them too now a
Woodgateported Killeds only wounded.

A Boer remarked to the Judge the other day thatkas MeydrdiddCasteradbriated since
came to live ih sowrhad got into the habit of taking a bath.

Feb'®

No fresh war news has come in. There are rumours of a battle at Stormberg where i
killed and 800 takeropssomething such like. | fear it is all a myth and only wish it wer:
tales also of a flying column being sent by Lord [Methuen?] 8,000 strong [rebels?] s
take Bloemfontein is not known [?].

5"Feb. Nothdiggcbut startling rumours are afloat. Yesterday heard that Joubert with
prisoner at Ladysmith also that there had been fighting at JalcobsslaitahtiB0 Boers w

Feb."™0Nothing very serious has beerirtpfastrieg days. The Boers of course have
having driven the British back across the Tugela each day.

Feb."14There seems to be nothing doing anywhere.

Feb."200n Saturday mornifig Mst Y1 W [van Warmelo?] heaglishah&j0g6t Erio
Kimberley. The Boers however say that this will only straighton [straiten?] the meal
they have captured their oxen (2,000 it is said which turned out to be 2 or 3 span). 8(
into thewvto.

On Sunday the Judge heard that the line Wakatl€pjekiabevaguated Scholtz Nek.
column which relieved Kimberley are said only to haveéhstayett ®hthesréiiefitd)
Mafeking.

Today (R@e heardiimaberley is quite relieved. Cronier (Cronje?) has taken up his st
Bloemfontein. There are swarms of British cropping up in all directions it is said ant
also heard that Ladysmith has been relieved today.
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Louisa Usher (nee Mitchell)
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HISTORY AND HERITAGE OF THE COUNTRY CLUB, JOHANNESBURG

W.J. Gaul

Origins of the Club:

The land on which the Club now stands in Auckland Park, Johannesiauttgheenpart of the farm of
PetrusLindequea Voortrekker who had settled on the Highveld, amdosefarm housevas constructedvhere

the present Club House stan@Shorten 1970:254 Ttere does, however, seem to be some confusion over the
ownership of thefarm at this time: according tthe official history of the clu§Sander 200648), this farmstead
was the home of GertBezuidenhout, owner of the farm Braamfontein, and Lindacfually boughthe eastern
portion of the farm wherethe suburlBraamfontein(or BraamfonteinWerf, i.e. Braamfontein farmyarstands
today.

Be this as it mayg New Zealander, John Landau, on first encountering the tract of land, was reminded of a valley
in his home land, and named the area after the largest city in New Zealand. The land had been bought by Landau
and his partner, Charles Cohen, with the intention of mining it. According to/thlestemof 21° May 1888,

Charles Cohen and John Landau wére $ecretaries of the Auckland Park Gold Mining Company. The land on
which the Clulstandswasthen acquired bythe Auckland Park Real Estate Company, which had established the
townships of Auckland Park and Brixtafter it had been established that no yeble gold was to be found there

and residential development was seen as a way of recouping expenditure.

By 1890, the original farshouse had beewgonverted into an hotel, and lake had been created by extending the

farm dam,which wasfed by the perenial stream that rises on Brixton ridge and runs through the property to

join the Braamfonteinspruit to the north easthe property ati KS G AYS 2 F ( Kvds ekhripénedda SEA A
or rented by a Mr and Mrs du Bois, a French couple who ran the hotgposition to the Sans Souci Hofelst

a short distance away to the normast. The couple parted ways, and Mrs Du Bois started a chicken farm in
presentday Bordeauxpresumably named after the district from which she came in Frawbde her husbad

became manager of the Kimberley Club.

The Club house was built on the sitetioé Hotel, which itself had evolved out of the farm house. There appears
to be no trace of either the farm stead or the hotel in the present structure.

The question arises as to why businessmen such as Landau and Cohen would want to establish a sporting and
social club on land that they haatiginallyplanned to mine. The answer may be that by 198Ben ithad been

decided that no payabl gold was to béound here, it made sound business senseadther sell off the landas
residential stands. To this end, the Auckland Park Real E€atektd, had been formed in 1902/3.Further, the
Transvaal Colony was in a recession, largelonsequence afe withdrawal of most of the British military at

the conclusion of the Aglo Boer War in 1902. The sale of land was not progressing as well as might have been
wished¢ and so the idea of establishing a Club, in order to make the area more attractive to prospmgsrs,

was mooted in 1906.

It should be noted that, just tthe west of the area sedut for residentialdevelopmentin Auckland Park, lay the

race course of the Auckland Park Sporting Club Limited; this, too, may have sown the seed of kwinige.

seem, then, thathe establishment of the Club was not the idea or work of public spirited individuals rather

a calculated business decision.In August of 1906, the Manager of utidafnd Park Real Estate Co., Herbert

Moss, called together severaINE YAy Sy i OAGAT Sya G2 (GSaid GKS ¢ GSNJI NBIFN
LIdzN1J2 aSa 2F 2dziR22NJ aLRNI¢ 2y &QFr&Among thesd Wizéns wefet 2 y A A y 3
Archdeacon Michael Furse, Charles Ward, K.C., Lt. Col. Gordonr@tmditad William Dalrymple.

The deal proposed by the APRE Company was very attractive: the company would construct and equip a suitable
Ot dzoK2dzaS 2y | aAidsS It NBshanRe 20080 8FHaICHEaY wodldF dwd anyl @in theK S £ | | &
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club for a eriod of two years, dring which the Club, as lessegould have the option to purchase the freehold

at an agreed price.

Further,the Companywould erect a squash court, tennis courts, a croquet lawn, swimming bath and change
rooms and a cricket pitch. golf course would also be laid outit an estimated cost a£10 000. Other sports
included claypigeon shooting; and hunting.This latter sport ranged over the preseday Parkview Golf Course,
Saxonwold, and into Houghton Estakéowever, neither so@ nor hockey ever seem to have got off the ground
here ¢ although there was a brief interlude in which a group calling itself the Stags played a few games of hockey
RdzNR y 3  {Kckaringdrditre Qldedum plantation on Club propentyhe early dag provided a makeshift

polo ground.

Various societies, such as the philatelic, were quickly established, and other indoor activities included whist,
whist-bridge and rummy (poker was only permitted some years later, in 1937, after it had been agreed that
aglta y2a + 3IryYyS 2F OKFyOSé¢0x: FyRTI 2F O2daNESI oAff Al NR&

Subscriptions were set at five guineas per annum for gentlemen, and two for ladies. The first five hundred
applicants would be exempt from entrance fees.

Adv.Ward 2y S 2F G(KS HINBRIAEBYAaELRNRYPEFHER o6& GKS 1tw9 /2YL
submitted a favarable opinion on this proposahnd the Club came into being on 17 November 1906 official

opening, a glittering social occasipresided over by the Mayasf JohannesburgKidger Tuckertook placeon

22" December 1906, with the Club boasting ne@®® members.

{ SONBilIFINEBQA | 2dza 8

A contractor, DF Corlett had been appointed, and a site at the south east corner selected for the erection of the
{ SONBiUIFNEBQa K2dzaSo

This waghe first ofthe Club buildings to be buiorlett and his family moved into the house during work on the
main contract According tovander Waal the architect employed in the design of the early Club buildings was
GAH Dickso(1987149).

Although somehat altered, he{ SONB G NE Q& K2dzaS NBGFAya Ada 3INF Oazda O
more serene eraThe changesthat have been made over the 10gears of its existencénave generally
beersympathetic and sensitively handled unlike the brut f 6f 201 a GKIG KI @S 688y SNB
vicinity, quite obviously without the necessary heritage impact assessment. The roof was probably originally of

shingle or possibly corrugated iron, but whatever the material, it has been replacetappilyg with Harvey

tiles. The chimneys are fortunately intact, as are most of the windows. Along the eastern boundaryafdbe

(and the club property) is a smatfitonebuilt garden room or cottage. This, too, has been altered and extended,

but the earlystone work remainglainly visible.

Thepretty, welltreed and terracedgarden provides an appropriate setting for the houbeing characteristic of
the Edwardian style of landscaping madke rigeurfor middleclass properties bythe doyenne of Englishdga
design of the periodGertrude Jekylt more about whom later.

Stanley Avenue Gate.

The road layout on the south side of the property has undergone various chamgss it is difficult to say
whether the gate on this side of the property originaiced onto Stanley Avenue, or Kingsway. Whatever the
case, this entrance (no longer in use) provides an example of early twentieth century craftsmartbligrts &
Crafts style The beautifully hammedressed stone of the curved walls on either sidetld gate has been
weathered over the many decades of its existence, anddimved design suggests an oparm welcome to
those members who used the gate. The stone work is complemented by the clay tiles of different
thicknesses used for decoration; cithe wall is topped with generous coping stones. The gate itself may not be
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the original but appeas still to be of teak, hung darge strap hinges of hangrought iron. Topping the piers on
either side of the gate are two lamps, now sadly dilapidaesath resting oran attractive wroughtiron lamp
standb ¢ KSaS O2dA R ¢Sttt KI @S 0 SRif ofGhcibe, GearddINes8 T | SNDHSNI . + |

Garden of Remembrance.

This quiet and dignified space provides for those who wish to spend time in reflectittee supeme sacrifice
offered by the men (and a womamhose names are recorded hegeand anyone else they may know dthe
memorial commemorates those Club members who gave their lives in three major conflicts in which South
Africa was involved: ther@at War¢ 19141918; the Second world War, 193945; and the border conflicts,
19751989.

Until very recently, the space was shaded by a magnificent, fully growoaitree. This, incomprehensibly and
very sadly, has been felled.

Whileremembering those who served in the armed forces, it seems appropriate to mention an anecdote related
by aClubmember, GW Bond, who, after serving in tHeWW, was invalided out and believed that he had seen
the last of army life. With the outbreak ahe Revoltof 1922, however, hdound himselfback in uniform
serving in thedmperial Light Hors&egiment; hevas postedat the CountryClub which served as the temporary
Headquarters of the Witwatersrand Command during that conflict. While on sentry iduStanley Avenue
(remember the Government forces were ¢ime Clubside of the ridge, engaging the strikers who were on the
ridge and on its south side), standing under one of the huge guns ties used to line that road, Boritkard a

bullet ricochet fom the ridge, lodging itself in the tree below which he stood, a foot above his head. Many years
later, when the tree was cut down, he read a report in thelocal press to the effect that, in cutting the tree, the
saw blade had struck a bullgta t 2 4 4in0F eNBELIRZ NI adl SR adGKS odzZ t SG ol a |
concludes his story with a laconic ¢ 2 2 i NHzS ¢ @

hyS 20KSNJ AyGSNBadAy3a &
l.j

R Sserfings8dietary af yhe timi¢ §loriedSndte haing G KS /€
2F &/ RaivebnSGUD 0 ¢ ® 5 dzNA y 3 S

A
K O2y Tt A Ogviith tKeSankid? RPri¥ate 2 dzy R KA Y &
Thea 52N)eé | 2dzaS¢3x y26 1y26y & a¢KS [2R3IS¢®

There hadalways been a demand for accommodation at the Club, and in 1925, it was decided to erect an annexe
specificallyfor this purpose According ttWentzel (1975: 94), the actuedason for building the annexe was that

the APRE Comapy had been taken over by Sibe\ Baiky in about 1920, and, being the hanhgaded
businessman that he wase soonestablished that the Club was notpaofitable venture, and immediately
offered the Club Committee the opportunity of buying it lock, stock and barrel fo6889 with the proviso that

the Committee undertook to spend a furth€40000 on improvementshence the Dormy House.

58aA3ySR Ay 6KIFIG YIFI& 0SS GSN¥YSR GKS a.F1SNE adetsS 27 |
residenceg & 2NARIAYlFIEte& (yz2éy | a «akphrhapsunfarozatsyGheed el Kl & NE
Y YSR & ¢ KThe HodsdrasSatlaqut distinctly reminiscent of Baker in that it is in a butterfly fogras is

.F1SNna 2 Sad Gdlehshi@ Y 20§ SNLIASOS:

Those who lived here in the early days have left a record of their experiences. The overnghiehpiession is

that the accommodation was wonderfuligexpensive: a longime residentof50 years, JC Merkin, who had lived

FANBG AYy 6KFG ¢Fa NBFSNNBR (2 la aikKS O264aKSRé oO0FyR gf
main Club House (upstajrehere the comnittee rooms and bridge room is now), and finally in Dormy House,

recalls that his tariff was original§12-10s. per month all found By 1962, prices had increasduit not by

much: accommodatiogonsisting of begind-breakfast was advertised at

R200 per person per night.
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The site of the Dormy House is a particularly good one, making for maximum privacy for residents while at the
same time providing a wonderful outlook over the Club gardens.

A note on the Architecture found at the Club

Asmentioned above, the Dormy Houseontains many of the Ms& Caftselements favoured by Herbert Baker

and his partners, who have had a major impact of the architecture of Johannesburg, and, indeed, South Africa.
Other buildingsat the Club, toogarry this Ats& Grafts stamp, with their shingled roofs, betbst eaves, dormer
windows, dressed stonewvk and carefully crafted timbexindow and door frames.

There are also Art Deco elements to be seen in the newer, or altered buildings: the main facade of the Club

House, for example, with its suggestiafi a ocean linerand the Rotunda, or Rainbow Room, both have clear

Deco characteristics; Y RSNI I 1 Sy o0& [/ 2NXISidQa 3INIYRAE2Y adwolvisghk AR | yF
alteration and extensionyas completed i1963 (Sander 2006: 52).

And then there isvhat isperhapsbest described abe Edwardiarfunctionality of the redbrick squash courts
reputedly the first such courts in the then Transv&allony These have corrugated iron roofs, as do the other
seconday buildings on the propertyand they share aystem of roof ventilation: the roofing stops short of
forming a closd apex, leaving a gap at the ridge of about 50 or 60 centimetres. This is enclosed with bird wire,
and over this gap, which runs the lengththe roof, is a covering, raised from the roof by about 30 centimetres,

of curved corrugatedron. This appears to form a mosffective ventilation system, as the courten a
particularly warm day proved to be very cool inside.

Stable Yard and Waterower.

Stablesand yard

Although the motor car was making a tentative appearaoedhe Reef when the Clulpenedin 1906 travel by
horse¢ whether on horseback or in some form of horse drawn vehielgas still very much part averyday life

¢ and the Club had to provide facilities for this mode of transpal$o, he Club hosted mana gymkhana in the
early yearsand stabling would presumably have had to bevided for the horses and ponies; the same applies
to the polo ponies when the @b provided a makshift polo ground among the blugums. Wheler or not
stabling was provided for hunters is not known.
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¢KS aGlFoftS &l NRIZ -YudadaNg Aunkl taaetEdd Wwith theSsRables dadddeEn identified as
conservatioaworthy. The wall has carefully detaileplasterfeatures, and the piers on either side of the gates

at both ends of the yard were provided with lamps. There remains one of the original gates, now in very poor
condition, hanging still on the large strap hinges.

& 2SNFYdzdzNE FyR 3IF0GS

The stable roofind gables ar@articularly attractive the gables facing north and south having apparently been
provided with sentinels of Cypress on either side. While the south gable has become obscured by Lombardy
poplars, thenorth gable remains reas@bly intact, together with its ypresses.

North gableg note buttresses
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Ventilation for the stables was provided by openings in the brick wall, each with an attractively curved lintol in
brick One of the stables appears tmve been used to house some form of trolley, as there is a track laid on the
floor.

The water tower is possibly a relic of the time when the club pumped its own water from the stream; the
elevated tank would then have supplied the necessary pressurbenvater system throughout the buildings
and gardensThe tower is constructed of carefully laid brigkvidence ofa craftsmanship not easily found today.

It is noted that a similatower at the old Parktown Convent hagently been demolished, unlawfully¢ and it is

to be hoped that the same fate does not await this structure.

The water tower

The Stream.

Theperennial streanTunning through the Club groundsadly now canalised and covered, rises somewhere on

the Brixton Rige ¢ although Wendy Bodman, iIKSNJ Y2y 23N} LIKEZ a¢KS b2NIK Cf26Ay
WitwatersNI Yy R¢ = Of | Aol @lub prifderiyA shdrt stdedchioBtiie stream may still be seen in its canal,

and it is notable how strongly it flowsyen in the driest parts of the year. $the stream that fed the farm dam

2y [ AYRS|jdzSQa 62N . SiwlithR&g0K godziietieiie] farRaéhd JSwaR thiy” dhm shat

eventualy became the lake, which proved to hevery popular feature dhe Club in its early days.

22



It is interesting to note that all of the resorts around early Johanneshuhg Langlaagte Hotel, with its natural
fountain, Orange Grove hotel, also at the source of a stream, Craighall Tea Gardens, on the BraamfonfeinSpruit
Sans Souci Hotel, situated on a rise just above the BraamfonteinSpruit, and the CountralChdasted some

form of water feature as attractions. This is, of course, perfectly understandable when the conditions on the
Rand at the time are consideredry and dusty, and in summer at least, relatively hot. Parched citizens longed
for liquid refreshment; of both types.

The lake stood where the cricket field is now. According to pictures from that g@m@articularly attractive

painting is displayechithe Club bar)the lake was fringed with reeds and grasses, and shaded by willows and

other trees. Family parties would take to the water in skiffs, while many a dashing young blade would entice his
lady friend into a punt for a romantic turn on the &akAn unwritten law came into being that no boating or

punting was to take place at nigltalthough on one occasion, Mr Brierley, the former British soldier who at

that time was the longserving porter at the Club, and part of whose job it was to polieelehaviour of the

young ¢ and notsoyoung- members found a couple tighHy entwined in an embrace on punt a few yards

from the shore. He pulled theumt in, and gave the embassed couple the choice of accompanying him to the
Secretary, or leaving imediately. In recounting the incident to the Secretary, Col. Dav@&guibb,. NA SNI S& Q&
AYRAIYLFGAZ2Y 61 a Ittt G22 Ot SIFINY KS 02y Of dzRSR o0& &dl dAyd
y2i SOSy I YSYoGwit2l 1975865 / f dzo X { ANHéE

This stream is one of three in the immediate vicinity. This one, as mentioned, rises somewhere/Aarckiend

Park or Brixtorridge to thesouth ¢ where, precisely, is ndtnown. The second, and most important, is the
BraamfonteinSpruit, which rises in the grounds of the Barnato Park High Sghioelsite chosen byBarney
Barnatofor his mansion in Berea. This then runs in a westerly direction, throughPieter Roos Park, algn
Empire Rad and into the Frank Brown Park. Soon after thi&rms a confluence with the Country Clatveam

and the third spruit, known as the Gas Works Spruit, which rises in the Braamfontein Cemetery. The river then
continues in a northerly directig through the Parkview Golf Course, Craighall Park and on, until it becomes part
of the Jukskei, which flows into the Crocodile, and, eventually, into the Limpopo. It is for this reason that the
little Anglican Chapel adjacent to the Brenthurst clini®is f f S R Qdrftlie[ & Y NI, it¥andsright on

the stream which is a heagvater of the Limpopo.

It was just below the confluence of the three streams, at Sans Souci, that the Zulu and Indian washerme
1y26y a alYlglakleé lyypied thar iatled Asi there Ndbra 6 Qdniesty®d in
Johannesburgn the early daysone of the tasksraditionally allotted to womerthat of washing clothes, was
undertaken by these meg and some womenLandowners along the spruit charged Areawashaa rental for

the use of the water, and some allowed them to construct &sa@nd cultivate plots of lanalong the banks of

the stream as well.

One last point worth mentioning: although these waér2 dzZNE Sa | NB 2FGSy NBFSNNBR {2
watSNJ RN} Ayaés GKSe INB Ay FI OG0 LiSaNBhisywasidémorsiiated therda G K G
Club in the recent paswhen the stream flexed its musclemd caused a major subsidenabout twenty five

metres beyond the point where it isogered. This caused great consternation, with a rotimetclock guard

having to be postetb ensure that no child or anyone else, fell into the resurrected spruit.

The Gardens.

9SSy Ay AdGa SINIASaAd RIe&az (KSs. Adaidziveshould teNdmBeythat thisS NB (K S
was before many of the trees which now make Johanneslthegttractive cityit has becomeghad grown to
maturity ¢ the Highveld itself in its natural state is, of course, almost devoid of trees.

The farm that had x@sted here before the Club had ensured that the area had been planted with trees, and

these, together with the farm dam which had been enlarged into a lake, made for an almost instant garden in
which members could seek refuge from the hot and dusty toBame of the original trees planted in front of the

23



farmstead remairyg there is the clump of indigenous trees immediately in front of the terrazed to date from
the time of the farmstead

In 1946, JoanePim became the Garden Consultant to the Clutheaaridfluence is discernible even today, more

than sixty years later.

She was a truly extraordinary woman who had grown upiraewellin Parktown. Her father was Howard Pim,

who had founded one of the early auditing practices in JohannesHlngewellneichbours onMarienhof or

Brenthurst as it is now known, and is not far fro¥illa Arcadia Dolobranand Northwards,all houses with

wonderful garden settingswvhich must have exerted some influence on the young girl as she grew up among

these and other beautiful Parktown gardens, creating in her an understanding of the importance of natural

beauty in the lives of ordinary citizens. Indeed, the title of a bdolSs LJdzo f A KSR Ay wmdtwm A& a. S

TimewelRd I+ NRSY KIFIR 0SSy RGadiimdhsSRden desigh 8 NBc&mdie the hahdSdfd
Gertrude Jekylt the doyenne of landscape architecture in Edwardian England. Her ideas, veryt&ailylisnay

be said to include formal structure, softened by careful planting in termsotdur, form and texturewWS 1 @ f £ Qa
indirect influence on Pimthrough the work of Bakermay still be seen in this garden

Joandnad spent some time in England 1933 recuperating from an illness, and while there, she had, at the
suggestion of her hosts, Sir John and Lady Maud, worked for Brenda Colvin , a leading landscape(Rehitect
Wiesmeyer, etc.) This experience convinced her that this is what she wambedo for the rest of her life.
However, the war, in which she served as the Chairman of the Navy War Fund, intervened, and it was only in
1946 that she accepted the appointmeas consultanat the Club

She was responsible for the planting of many toé trees that have since grown to maturity, as well as major
reconstruction of parts of the garden, adding new beds, and moving trees and shrubs. At a time when indigenous
plants were not well thought of, she planted many, particularly indigenous bulbs.

Ske went on to work for the Oppenheimers, taking charge of the Brenthurst gardens and those at
Mauritzfontein, near Kimberley, and for some of the large mining houses. It was she who was the initiator of the
idea of creating gardens on the Free Sate goldesiiand on factory premises to soften the harsh working
conditions often found in these environments.

Pimwas succeeded here at the Country Club by an equally proficient gardener, another lady, Beth Still.Mrs Still
FLIISENB (2 KI @S 06S&PZyFSNKI YdzOR | YBENS YaiKtivwtSHedovn/ B2 (KA & 3|
fretted over any weed she came across in her beloved borders, over the labour, the children who rashodgh

over the beds, and so og but nevertheless maintained her care and vigdarfor over twentyfive years.She

succeeded ircreaing the type of garden that tempts one to explocghere always seem to be something more

to see round the next bush or shrub, and her secret, she said, was to present a variety of bedding and other

plants that one does not often se@Ref OH)

Someimportant features of the gardetnclude he range oftreegpecies now mature used in the landscaping

the conifers for example which shield theud from Clieveden Road to the west, amdsto have been lanted

by her; he bog garderg fed by a bore hole tapping directly into the streaptontains plantsboth indigenous
and exotic,that thrive under moist conditionsthe rose garden, laid out formally as such gardens were in
Edwardian timesand he gazeb garden, very popular as a venue for wedding ceremonies

Of course, the type of gardening equipment that today is commonplace in this type of environment, was
undreamt of wherthe gardens were being prepared in 1905/6, nor yet wdmamePim started her wk here. An
examplethe writer can attest to is the beautiful red oxen that were kept for mowing the lawns of the Club, as
well as the fairways of the golf course. They were kept in a stable yard up against Lothbury Avenue, down which
the tram (later, thedouble-decker trolley bus) to and from Melville used to tragelnd from the upper deck, one

was able to see these beautiful beasts, with their long white horns, resting insthedtyyard.

Anthea Olivier, who grew up in a house in Clieveden Road, remembers the groundsman who used to do his

rounds on horseback: she and her sister would cajole him into allowing them to ride the horse on the Race
Course, where the Helen Joseph Hospital now dsariThis track, incidentally, was oval in shape, with a
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circumfererce of one mile and one furlonthe straight being four furlongs. It also boasted a trotting track, which
is presumably where the girls did their horse riding.

In the garden, one findssundiat ¥ 2 NO KINKRSYE 24 @5 ilisBuNENE which may be moved from one site to
another, and then instantly adjusted to tell the time. Made in 1875 of-metal, it was restored by members of
the SA Engineering Corps and presented to the Club to comna¢engE Day,“BMay 1945.

Interior.

Because the Club House Haeen extensively altered over the years, there is little of the history of the building to

be seenc with one exception. This is what is still releR G2 & GKS &. Af fliarisNdRd w22 Yé =
snooker are now played in the bar. The Billiard Room, apart from the fact that it no longer contains a billiard

table, remains almost exactly as it was when the Club opened in 1906. Features to be noted here include the
perfect proportions of fhe room; the beautiful firgplace in klompie brick; the imposing chimney breast; and the

original timberframed, leaded windows with a delicate margin of green stained glass. The door providing access
FNRY (KS a&dehadyalsgyele catiintoA dNgresumably so thatanyone entering from there could

first ensure that an important shot was not about to be taken

¢KS LIK2023INFLKa FyR LI AyldAy3aa NBtFGAy3 G2 GKS /f dzmQa LI
of ascene in which éamily enjoys an outing in a reloat on the treelined lake, with the Club House in the

0 O13INRBdzyR®d ¢KSNB FINB LRNINIAGE 2F SIFENIeée FAIdNBaA sK2 K
was Chairman fromi908 ¢ 1923 and who was a founding gaer in the law firm, Webber Wentz€Sander

2007:7) and Col. Dawse8quibb, the long serving Secret&hp08¢ 1940) (Sander 2006:30).
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AANDENK BOREHOLE

(First published iThe Friendl14th February 1968)

The history of the discovery of the Free state Goldfieddbe most fantastic miaral discovery in South Africa in the
20thcentury- is essentially the history of Welkom for, without this wesldattering event, Welkom would not have been.

The clock must be turned back to the latter years of the nineteenth century when twocmaeMr Donaldson who was a
prospector, and a Mr Hinds, aengineer( investigated a portion of the farm called Zoethval belonging to a Mr
BarendsKlopper near where the small town of Allanridge is situated today. This was believed to have been in 1896, and the
pair was interested in a small outcrop of roclouding about a foot above the ground and about two feet in length which
appeared to be conglomerate pebble reef. A 60 feet pit was excavated and samples collected. The men could raise no
interest among mining companies in Johannesburg, which all lauoffitiek idea of gold in the Free State.

Then came the first setback in the mineral history of the future Free State gold fields. The men decided to return to
England and have their samples analysed and, if the results proved favourable, to form a syodiae capital for the
continuation of the search. Disaster struck. Gossip had it that Donaldson and Hinds sailed efatiné Drummond Castle
which, on that trip, sank in the Bay of Biscay off the coast of France with the loss of all aboard.

The ha mealie lands surrounding the peaceful hamlet of Odendaalsrust (as it was then called) lay almost untouched by a
rock-pick until a persistent old prospector, Arthur Megson by name, heard of the venture and decided to investigate for
himself. The farm hatieen divided up by this time, and the section on which the outcrop was situated was now called
Aandenk and was owned by HendrikPetrusKlopper.

Megson arrived in 1904and widened and deepened the original pit to about 100 feet. He took samples of the exposed

strata away with him as they seemed to indicate some promising values. But in turn he could not obtain any financial
AYiSNBald FYyR ¢l a O02YLISttSR (2 Ot2as8 R2gsy (GKS akKlIFTdo 1S Aa
interfering with theg 2 NJ € @

For many years Megson did the rounds of the mining companies, his samples carried in a canvas bag. No one was
interested until in October 1932, when he presented himself atdffece of Allan Roberts, and Maie Jacobs, a young

attorney. Megson hd come to the right place at last, for Roberts had recently set himself up sufficiently by September of

GKFEG @8FNJ G2 GdaNYy KA& FddSyidazy (G2 KA& LSO GKS2NE ailiKFG (K
the Orange Free state, resenrigi the rim of a lake with Johannesburg lying in the centre of the northern section of that

NAYED ¢KS NBST F2NNIGA2Y RALE 3 MesRaid td Nigkl aliog 400nm/eS to Yhe N a4 R 2 N1LJ
east, the southern section of the lake hgisubmerged in the Free State.

'G lo2dzi GKAA GAYS aNJ w2o0SNIia KIR aFAR (2 KAa 6AFSsT Dt Re
Y2ySe L KI@S IyR Y2NBédaS3az2yQa al YL Sa FYR GKY KBK2NNI (A

YSOSNI ldaNya FyedKAy3d R2eye€x | AGFNIAYy3I LRAyGo® IS yR GKS 3
few days spent in the area inspecting the old pit, the pair returned to Johannesburg to have the new samples analysed.
Thisjobg & R2yS o6& | FNASYR 2F w20SNIaQx 51/ @S aratySs FyR Fylte

Roberts was so excited when he heard the results that he decided to enlarge the small pit in the middle of the North West
Free State.

A Cornishmamamed King was enlisted, and Roberts set out on another trip to Odendaalsrus. He was convinced that there
g d a32fRXI w¥RRKXFIoMZNB2HYRNI £ Saa¢ o

It soon became apparent the values along the shaft and along the reef were barren and tfeaetheould have to be
tested by drilling. The Transvaal mining houses were too busy with the Rand and its extensions to spare any thought, much
less time and money, for any development in the Free State, and Roberts went it alone.

On5May 1933thefirsi 2 NBEK2f S g1 a4 adl NISR® !'a w20S8SNIia ¢NRGS Ay | fSad
Free State in the search for gold. | feel very proud to (have determined) the original site (it was about two hundred yards

from the pit) for the firstbor& 2 f S¢ ® 2 2NJ LINBINBaaSRI [yR Ay W2KlIyySaodz2NBX
two business men in the Roberts venture. They were Fritz Marx, a-btogkr, and Peter Woolf, a medical practitioner.
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w20SNIlia 60SOFYSARNRZ2VYSNE HKRSIKG EFNBIF YR FTFENYSNE 6SNB O2yal
for inspection, hoping that he would have good news for them. At a depth of 2721 feet, the borehole penetrated lava
formations into what was recognised as the Witwatearsd system and penetrated a number of gold reefs, one of which

contained fairgold valuesthe first gold reefs ever discovered in the Free State.

hy GKS &aiNBy3ldK 2F GKS&S TFTAYRAYIAZT (RaBob BapcandaNodiforkiedR 0SSy A
Wit Extensions Company Limited in 1933, and in August of that year the pioneer company of the as yet unheralded Free

State Goldfields was formed to carry on boring operations. Soon money started running out, and at 85 shillings a foot,

boring woud not be able to continue for much longer. All efforts to raise capital were unsuccessful, and Roberts put every

last penny into his scheme; the drill kept going. In spite of the fact that the bore struck values of 120 in. dwt., the
borderline of payabity, this news was still not incentive enough to attract financial assistance. The drill, through
determination and backreaking work, had reached 4046 feet, when the Company was reluctantly compelled to stop the

drill ¢ finances were finally exhausted.

St yRAY3 ySIEN GKS R22NJ 2F (GKS 2yfeée K2G4St Ay hRSYRFIf &aNHA
someone will believe and have faith and come forward, and the drill will again start its downward trend, eating deep into

the earth, and (it wi)l eventually give up its treasure. | am convinced. | will never give in. | have unshaken belief that gold is

to be found in these Free State fields) & F 6 f S 32 f R AtthatfirBesRot@astdiR ok kBdw Rawdprophetic his

words were. He did notealize that only 400 feet beneath the now silent dbill, payable gold lay ready to sweep the

62NI RQa aiG201 YIFENypSGa Ayidz | FNByil e 2F SEOAGSYSyidzr GKS SEC
eleven years later when this boreholeas deepened to 4446 feet. A sample from this borehole assayed at 37.7 dwts over 6

inch per ton. However, that was a story still to come.

Meanwhile, early in 1933, the Anghmerican Corporation secured options in the Klerksdorp area, and deep boreholes

soon proved the existence of gelikaring reef, (which) led to the opening of Western Reefs Mine. The fact that gold had

been found in payable quantities in this area induced geologists and others with vision to look beyond the Vaal River into

the FreeStf® ! G tFad adsSLa 6SNBE o0SAy3a Gl 1Sy (G2 OGAYRAOFIGS w206SN
wide area in the vicinity of Odendaalsrus and it was early in 1939 that the first high values were found in borehole No. 5,

sunk on what has sinceebome the St Helena Mining Lease. By 1940, sufficient work had been done to show that a

potential gold field did in fact exist where Roberts had predicted.

While other boreholes had given stimulating results, the potentials of the new goldfield becangniged throughout the

world when, in April 1946 the borehole known as Geduld 697 yielded gold assaying 1252 dwts over 18.4 inch equal to
23.037 inchdwts. The phenomenal result of Geduld No. 1 borehole was followed nine months later by the Geduld No. 2
borehole, yielding 1904 dwts over 6.58 inch equal to 12528-thats. In the region of RB00000 was spent in diamond
RNAff 02NBK2fSa (2 aLINR@S:E (GKS ySg F2t RFASEt RO

Thirteen separate mining properties were delimited within the area of the new goldfield vgaieh rise to the town of
Welkom around which six of these mines are situated. They are St Helena, the first mine on the new field to come into
production when the first bars of gold from the Free state goldfields were poured by Mr PM Anderson, chairdraarof
Corporation, on 26 October 1951, Western Holdings, Free State Geduld, Welkom Mine, President Brand and President
Steyn.The resulting development of Welkognand its neighbouring towng over the past fifty years was the spectacular
climax to the aduous, prolonged and often disappointing work of exploration that was carried out in the early days. It was

a triumph of scientific knowledge and of personal courage; the years of planning and investigations, the appalling dangers
to overcome, and the disenforts and hardships endured. These all led to the great discovery that was splashed over the
front pages of newspapers all over the world, the story of the discovery and esrablishment of a massive mining complex.

C2NJ ! ffly w20 SN abhadbednsucdessiulf TRe FR StateSyoldiidds ar&efitting tribute to his belief and
perseverance. His memorial still stands in the Free state: the town of Allanridge is named after the true pioneer of the gold
mining industry in the Free State.

(Thanksare due to Mrs Gladys Roberts for a number of quotations in this story which were taken from an unpublished
manuscript.)
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ANK THIS BOREWOLE ON THE FARM AANDENK.
UNFORTUNATELY, ROBERTS FUND! i
R

on wos e LISHMENT OF THREE MINES;
THE ANGLOVAAL GROUP S RIEBEECK GOLD MINE AN ANGLO AMERICAN
CORPORATION'S JEANETTE Al i
THIS BORENOLE - NOW A NATIONAL MONUMENT - 15 SITUATED ON
AVGOLO LIMITED S TARGET MINE PROPERTY.

Aandenk Memorialg keyhole to riches
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The Prehistorians: Robert Broor®,alaeontologist Supreme.

By Mike Alfred

The last time, early in 1925, that we met Robert Broom, the great fossil hunter, in these pages (i.e. the Johannesburg

| SNAGF3IS W2dNYyIFf0oX KS gFa LIe&Ay3da K2YIl 3AS3 WS BddisayEhoa ST2 NE
anatomy department. Broom, already a world famopaleontologisE | 81 SR 5F NIiQa LISNXAaaiazy (2
SEFYAYyAYy3d G(GKS &1dzZ £t d 5F NI FOOSRSR (2 . NB2YQa NBljdzSad FyR |-
thai 51 NI Qa FAYRAYIEA 6SNBE O2NNBOGT GKIG KSNB gAGK GKAA ¢ dzy:
YAaaAiy3d tAyl Ay G(GKS S@g2tdziazy OKFAYy FNBY FLIS (2 YlIyd il as
and Americgyk’ a4 OASy(iArada NBE2SOGSR 5FNIQ&a FTAYRAy3IaAd b2 2yfe éla
it was asked, could this miraculous piece of evidedea ji T I £ £ Ay &2I55 1 NI & ytel a3 A2 a2 SaG KA
Taung skullisthat® | 2dz0Sy At ST &K2¢g dza |y | RdAd IyR ¢S YAIKG 65 Y2N
other skull was ever found at Taung. Discovery of the Sterkfontein and related fossil sites lay in the future. Broom resumed

his work with Dinosaur fossil

Poor Dart, ignored and isolated, spent miserable years in the scientific wilderness until Broom came tisthiscassome
two decades later.

Some seventy years later, Professor Lee Berger, a now famous American paleoanthropologist working as&hiliedde

the aesthetics of the Taung Skul  F I NJ ONEB S LISNKI LJATZ FNBY . NR2YQa TFANRG | LILINB
whole skull is about the size of a grapefruit, and although half the brain cast is missing, it has an aura of patfeati@n

When held to the light, the surface is transformed into a beautiful field of calcium carbonate crystals that sparkle like
diamonds. It is as if Nature has compensated for the missing pieces by creating this little crystal wonderland through the
LINRPOSaa 2F FT2aaAtAllLaAz2ye 1a GKS GAye OKAfRQA aidA#t tle 2y
the base of the head, filling half the skull. The rest became a miniature cave complete with stalagmites and stalabtites, wit

only the tiny stalagmites remaining. It is also probably singly the most beautiful fossil of an early human ever discovered.
Besides the crystal field adorning the brain cast, the surface of the fossil bone of the face and jaw is a soft cream colour,

while the endocast of the brain is preserved ineeg ochreO2 f 2 dZNBR f AYS&a 2y Sosé

NE2YQa | OG0 2F 3SydzZtSOiAz2y 06SF2NB K Sctholghzfiele iQifld dther a8 dz3 3 S 4 (
evidence to suggest this. When describing him, one migit GiNJ dzd S G SN & &adzOK | & éstgy Ff F IAA Y 3
AOASYGATAO Ay@oSadA3ar 2Nl FyR oNAGSNE wnpc Lzt AEKSR g2NJ] asex
fame, with an accompanying hard streak, impatient and irritable for fesul F2 NJ 6 KA OK KS g2dz R 6SyR i
blasting the Sterkfontein breccia to unearth fossils. He was a peripatetic alwéys on the move to a new site and a new

source of scientific exploration. As described by Findlay, his biographer, Bioéimldf | @ SR a RANRDAY I NBEG T ¢

Broom, the man of Science, was extraordinary in that he believed providential spirit voices led him to discovery sites. He
certainly displayed an uncanny knack of pinpointing significant fossil locations in a seerastgiynd uniform wilderness.

He was a believer, but also at home with the concept of evolution. His integrative view held that God was using
evolutionary development tareate a conscious being, man.

One obtains the impression that he was a bit of a lag,Ra G KI G KAa 6AFS al NBQa SyRdzZNRy3
dedication was close to sainthood. Somehow she was assured that he would always come back, which he did. One of

NE 2 Y Quoteclife ihomilies involved marrying a woman who loved you. The corolagynotable for its absence.
Broom looked forward to his sojourn imfRadise among the pretty girls.

Robert Broom was born into a working class family in Paisley, Scotland in 1866. His gentle, literate father introduced him to

the natural world at an eayl age. Broom died in Pretoria 84 years later, within hours of completing a paper on the

1 dza G0N f 2LIAGKSOAYSa 2F YNBYRNIFA® 1S A& NBLRNISR la aleéeiyd
medicine at Glasgow University, winning azprfor midwifery. This skill no doubt enhanced his capability as a country

doctor in South Africa, allowing the family just sufficient income while he pursued his main interest, fossil gathering,

His scientific career, which began in Australia, was drigif @ O NBF Rf & oF&dSRd !'a tKAfALI ¢204A
compete for his time with marsupials, monotremes and their embryos and fossils in the Wombeyan Caves of New South
2§ Sadé 2KAES Ay 1 dAGNI T AL Z KS at aréalypublished dabllieeSried an MD fromli A Of S &

29






