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EDITORIAL 

 

In this, the third edition of the Johannesburg Heritage Journal, we are proud and very privileged to publish ς for the first 

time - the Diary of Louisa Mitchell. We are deeply grateful to John Whiteside, whose great aunt Louisa was, for the 

provenance of the Diary, and for his permission to publish the photographs of Louisa. 

Louisa ς she who graces our front cover - was a young Scots woman who came to Pretoria shortly before the outbreak of 

the Anglo-Boer War in October 1899. She had come as the companion to the wife of a Judge (who, precisely, is not clear), 

and to act as Governess to his children. The fact that Harry Ussher, to whom she would be married in February 1900, was 

in Pretoria - as the General Manager of the Pretoria-Pietersburg Railway Company - may have been a further factor in her 

choosing to come out to the Zuid-AfrikaanscheRepubliek at the time that she did. Harry Ussher and his work for this little-

known Railway Company will feature in a later edition of the Journal; for now, the focus is on Louisa and the remarkable 

document she left. 

Although relatively brief, the diary provides the contemporary reader with invaluable insight into the stresses and strains in 

social relations in Pretoria just before and subsequent to the declaration of war. This is not the place to undertake an 

analysis of the document, but just two of the more striking aspects of the diary may be noted: first, the effect of the war on 

people who lived in Pretoria at the time. The marked, and very rapid hardening of attitudes among the citizens of Pretoria 

ƻƴŎŜ ǿŀǊ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘΣ ƛǎ ƛƴŜǎŎŀǇŀōƭŜΥ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά.ǊƛǘƛǎƘέ ǎƛŘŜΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ [ƻǳƛǎŀ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ 

trace the change from a generalised, and hopefully normal, sympathy on her part for the wives and families of Burghers as 

their men-folk prepare to leave on commando; she writes of her pity for the soon-to-be-bereaved among those who 

remain at home. It is not long, however, before she takes great satisfaction in the wholesale slaughter of Boers. She also 

ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ƭƻǎŜǎ ǇŀǘƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩt put up the type of fight that accords with her expectations. 

Notable, too, is the rapid cooling of relations with those who, until the war began in earnest, had been her friends. These 

ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ƭŀŘƛŜǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀƴŘ άaǊǎ ŀƴŘ aƛǎǎ Ǿŀƴ ²ŀŀǊƳŜƭǎέΤ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ŘŜǾŀǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ Ǉǳǘ-down of Miss Dyer 

όŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜΣ ŀ .ƻŜǊ ǎȅƳǇŀǘƘƛǎŜǊύ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ άŘƛǊǘȅ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǇŀǊŀǎƻƭέΦ [ƻǳƛǎŀΩǎ ŀŎŜǊōƛǘȅ ƛǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘΣ ǘƻƻΣ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ŘƛǎƳƛǎǎŀƭ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ .ƛǎƘƻǇ ǿƘƻΣ ǿƘŜƴ Ƙƛǎ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƳƳŀƴŘŜŜǊŜŘΣ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜ tǊŜǘƻǊƛŀΥ άΧ ώ²ϐŜ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƘƛƳέΣ ǿŀǎ 

her curt response to this bit of news. 

The change in the psychological climate at the time is palpable ς and although comparisons are generally odious, one 

Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƘŜƭǇ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎǘǊǳŎƪ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƛŀǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƭǳŎƛŘ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻƻŘ ŦǊƻƳ Řŀȅ ǘƻ Řŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ 

the almost impenetrable stoicism of Isabella Lipp in her War Diary, which covers the period October 12
th

 1899 to June 1
st
, 

1900. Of course, Isabella was older and the wife of a bank official who had been given permission to remain in 

Johannesburg during the war. The political climate in Johannesburg, too, was vastly different to that of Pretoria ς yet 

[ƻǳƛǎŀΩǎ ǾƛōǊŀƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƘŜǊ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜŀǎ ƛƴ ŎƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǘƛŎŜƴǘ LǎŀōŜƭƭŀ ƛǎ ǎǘǊƛƪƛƴƎΦ 

! ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ [ƻǳƛǎŀΩǎ ŘƛŀǊȅΣ ƴƻǘ ǳƴǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ƴȅ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ LǎŀōŜƭƭŀΩǎΣ ƛs the link with a third ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ŘƛŀǊȅ ς that 

of Johanna Brandt. This document, written in impeccable English (she had a small difficulty with the apostrophe - as is the 

case with many English speakers) by a young Boer woman, who actually knew Louisa in Pretoria, and mentions her leaving 

Pretoria for Durban in February 1900. They apparently moved in the same social circles ς upper-crust Pretoria ς and had 

many friends and acquaintances in common. Johanna lived with her mother, Mrs van Waarmelo, on a large estate in 

Sunnyside ς and both were friendly with members of the judiciary and their families: Judges Esser, Morice, Kock and 

others. Louisa, being the companion and governess in the household of one of the Judges, was obviously not quite on the 

same level aǎ ǘƘŜ Ǿŀƴ ²ŀŀǊƳŜƭƻΩǎ ς but the rigid social hierarchy and class distinction of England apparently did not prevail 

in Pretoria in 1899. 

But enough said here of the Diary; read it, and if you have not yet read those of Isabella Lipp and Johanna Brandt, read 

them all to obtain a truly feminine view of both sides of the AngloςBoer  

War ς from the perspectives of Johannesburg and Pretoria.  

Wǳǎǘ ŀ ƴƻǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΥ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŀǎ ŀŎŎǳǊŀǘŜƭȅ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ [ƻǳƛǎŀΩǎ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ 

hand-ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŎƻǇȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻǳǊ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ [ƻǳƛǎŀΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǿƻǊƪ ς it had been copied by her sister. 

Occasionally, the hand-writing is illegible ς ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ǎƘŜ ǿƘƻ ŎƻǇƛŜŘ [ƻǳƛǎŀΩǎ ŘƛŀǊȅ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ 

in her text. I haǾŜ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǘƻ ǊŜǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǇǊŜŎƛǎŜƭȅ [ƻǳƛǎŀΩǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ŜŎŎŜƴǘǊƛŎ ǎǇŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘ ƻǊ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴΤ ǘƘŜ 
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same applies to her use of certain words that today would be regarded as unacceptable - political correctness has been 

deliberately eschewed in favour ƻŦ ŀǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊƻǳƴŘ ōǊŀŎƪŜǘǎ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ [ƻǳƛǎŀΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǊŜƳŀǊƪǎΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǉǳŀǊŜ 

brackets indicate editorial comment or query.  

Also in this edition of the Journal, ǿŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ aƛƪŜ!ƭŦǊŜŘΩǎ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴǎΤ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ Ƙƛǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƛǎ ƻƴ 

RobŜǊǘ .ǊƻƻƳΣ ǿƘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ wŀȅƳƻƴŘ ŘŀǊǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀǳƴƎ ǎƪǳƭƭ ǿŀǎ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ƭƛƴƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

evolutionary chain from ape to man. 

The Goldfields of the (then) Orange Free State were discovered only when geologists and mining engineers became 

convinced that the reef on the Witwatersrand continued far south into that province. The discovery has not received 

nearly as much attention as that of the main reef at Langlaagte, but the mines that the discovery gave rise to have brought 

enormous wealth to South Africa. We have included in this edition an article which first appeared in The Friend in 

Bloemfontein. The newspaper no longer exists, and it has been thought appropriate to publish the history of the Aandenk 

borehole ς a history that is little known. 

Finally, we publish some notes on the history and heritage of the Country Club, Johannesburg. Not as old as the Rand Club, 

the Country Club has nonetheless played an important part in the lives of a certain stratum of Johannesburg society. Just 

ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǎŜŎǊŜǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ƘŜǊŜΧ 

Readers are reminded that contributions on the heritage of Johannesburg ς and further afield ς are welcome. Preferably, 

they should be in electronic format, and sent to gaul@mweb.co.za. Typed scripts are also acceptable, and should be 

ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ WƻƘŀƴƴŜǎōǳǊƎ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŀǘ Northwards in Rockridge Road, Parktown. 
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DIARY OF LOUISA MITCHELL:  

OCTOBER 1899 ς FEBRUARY 1900 

 

Pretoria Í 0[l Áéé 

The burghers had notice to be in readiness on the 26
th
 of last month and on the 27

th
 the first 500 from Pretoria 

were commandeered. The two van Warmels boys were among the first Í they are both very eager and very good 

shots. The first contingent (500) left on Thursday 28
th
 followed by the same number on Friday and the remainder 

on Saturday. 

We went down town to see what there was to be seen on Friday afternoon but did not go to the proper place. We 

saw, however, mounted and armed burghers tearing about between the square and the station where crowds were 

waiting to see friends off. 

Some poor women whose husbands have gone are almost distracted with grief Í they are to be pitied for who 

knows if they will come back. 

5
th
.  After the great war scare of last week things look quite peaceful again. It is said that the Free State is trying 

to make a peaceful settlement - even at the eleventh hour as we are now Í it would seem too late. The Boers will 

not be willingly made to return to their homes after having been within shot of the enemy. 

6
th
.  Today things waver between peace and war. At Judge Esser in the evening we met JE Ferreira who leaves on 

Sunday morning for Lichtenburg on the Western frontier. He did not seem to like the idea much Í and he is not 

the only one by a very long way who has gone in that spirit. Few of the Pretoria men Í at least of those we 

happen to know - have  gone heartily to the front Í or as if they were earnest in the cause which called them out 

to fight. The English have lived among them on friendly terms for so long hundreds of burghers have no wish to 

take up arms against them. 

7
th
. Things have taken a more warlike turn. Mr Gray in the afternoon told me he had heard that fighting was to 

begin on Monday Í some people even expect it tomorrow. People begin to talk in bated breath and whispers Í 

Things are getting really serious. 

Mr Greene (British Agent) says that he thinks every English man will be turned out of the country on the 

declaration of war. 

Two days ago Judge Esser came & commandeered the Judge and Mr van Leeuhoff who happened to be here at 

the time to go on night police duty. Now that so many men have left their houses without proper protection 

Kaffirs have been breaking into various houses in town and it has been found advisable to have a night watch to 

guard the town. 
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9
th
º  "l ^an] gÂ[dg[c l`ak Y^l]jfggf l`] 5jYfknYYd (gn]jfe]fl k]fl Yf mdlaeYtum to the English Government 

requiring an answer within forty eight hours. During those forty eight hours there was great excitement but 

everyone was quite satisfied as to what the answer would be. 

11
th
º :]kl]j\Yq oYk l`] 1j]ka\]flÂk çå

th
 birthday Í the Judge went down to congratulate him. He was most affable 

and complaisant. It was expected some time ago that the old man meant to do something generous on his 

birthday Í make peace or such like Í but no Í Yl å gÂ[dg[c l`ak Y^l]jfggf l`] Yfko]j ^jge l`] `ge] government 

was phoned to the State Secretary by Mr Greene and immediately after martial law was proclaimed. The Official 

Proclamation however was not made until 10o/c on the morning of the 12
th
. The same afternoon (11

th
) the 

British Agent demanded his passport and got it and a special train was chartered for him and his suite and 

household next day to leave at 1.30o/c.  

With the departure of the British Agent all friendly (relations?) are at an end and we people left in Pretoria or the 

Transvaal become practically prisoners. British subjects have been given eight days to quit the country. The 

government has been most generous in this respect Í forty eight hours was the longest time they expected to 

have Í I sent with Mr Stollard [?] what I expected might be my last letter home. Harry was not quite certain of 

his departure although he expected to have to go. 

13
th
. It is expected that the Boers on the Eastern frontier will cross into Natal tonight Í and the attack on 

Mafeking on the Western border is going on now. The Petersburg Railway was taken over officially today and the 

men are leaving on Saturday 14
th
. I had what I expect will be my last letter from home for perhaps months Í at 

all events until this horrible war is over. The Judge also went to get me a permit to remain in Pretoria. 

I was in a most unsettled state of mind and it seemed quite unable to decide if I ought to go or stay. There were 

strings pulling in both directions Í duty on one side inclination on the other. I appealed to Mr Gray to help me 

Yf\ `] \][a\]\ l`Yl * ea_`l klYq kY^]dqº 5jmkl l`Yl * k`Ydd f]n]j j]Yddq j]_j]l l`ak \][akagf Ydl`gm_` ]n]jq\Yq * » 

dgf_ »lg Z] oal` » Ófgl] lg l`] ]^^][l l`Yl kge] hYjl g^ l`] \aYjq oYk lgjf gmlÔ »n]jq `Yj\º 

16
th
º  (]f]jYd+gmZ]jlÂk ^gj[]k g[[mha]\ /]o[Yktle without opposition. The place had evidently been evacuated by 

the English some days before. General Meyer and his Utrecht & Vryheid Commandoes proceed to Dundee 

breaking up the lines on the way & cutting the telegraph wires. 

At Mafeking the Burghers have taken 20 British prisoners from an armoured train which was sent out to mend 

the line. The Burghers find the country round Mafeking unfavourable to their mode of warfare Í cover being 

necessary whereas this country is quite flat & open Í General Cronje who is in command is said to be an abler 

general than Joubert who is somewhat of an old woman. His wife always accompanies him on commando and 

drives about on the veldt in a little cart. 

17
th
.  No important news has been heard today. Cronje has sent to warn the women and children in Mafeking 

that he is going to bombard the place. 
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My name having been put before the permit committee and passed I have to go down to the LanddrostKantoor 

to sign the pass and be sworn in by taking an oath of neutrality. There are about 2 or 300 hundred British in 

Pretoria who have been granted Permits but the committee have been most particular in choosing their people Í 

not one of the clergy were given a permit not Mr Gray who is a good Christian man & who might have done a 

great deal to help the poor and suffering at a time like this. The Bishop was given a permit by the President but 

on refusing to allow his horses to be commandeered had to leave the country Í we could spare him. 

19
th
.  During the first three days of the week when free passages have been given to poor British Subjects to get 

out of the country 13,500 in all have left. On Monday 3,500, Tuesday 5,000, & Wednesday 5,000. There were also 

a great many more who left on Thursday. These are only those who had free passes. There are said to have [been] 

45,000 [this figure is queried in the transcript] [who have] left Johannesburg [or] the Rand at least. Delagoa Bay 

is full to overflowing Í people are sleeping in sheds, verandahs, storehouses, anywhere. Hundreds had to travel in 

open trucks Í carriage accommodation did not attempt to meet the rush. We saw several trains of open trucks 

loaded with Kaffirs on their way home but the Europeans generally left at night Í wretched people Í what 

hardship they have had to put up with and will have to for some time still. We pray for a speedy ending to this 

horrible war Í when we think of the starving thousands now out of work. 

20
th
º  :]kl]j\Yq o] `]Yj\ g^ l`] ^ajkl kcajeak` af /YlYd o`a[` lggc hdY[] f]Yj 7Yf 3]]f]fÂk 1Ykk Ñ#]kl]j 4lYlion) 

between the Free State Boers & the Natal Carbineers Í it is supposed that these NC (80 in all) had been out 

scouting & were surprized by 50 Burghers. The Burghers lost one man killed - the Carbineers 6 or 7 wounded & 

one taken prisoner. Gallwey son of the Natal Chief of Justice. 

We also heard that a train containing 800 oxen had been captured by the Boers near Dundee. What truth there is 

in that tale remains to be seen Í a train to carry 800 oxen must have been of unheard of proportions to give 12 

oxen to each wagon is ample. 

There is said to be fighting going on now in Dundee in Natal news of which we hope to hear tomorrow. Balloons 

are said to have been seen here and at several other places. 

21
st
.  The news of the capture of 250 men by the Boers was confirmed today. There was of course great jubilation 

over it in the Boer camp. These men had all got away from the main body and were lost in a mist. They retired 

into a Kaffir kraal but were shelled by the enemy and finally surrendered. Of the Boers 10 are reported killed and 

25 wounded. 

22
nd
.  The news that came to us on Sunday morning was most disheartening. Dundee had fallen into the hands of 

the enemy and the tales of the hundreds killed were terrible. The British soldiers seem to have got demoralized 

Yf\ ^d]\ Z]^gj] l`] #g]jkÂ ^aj] Í their bravery and good marksmanship must tell when the numbers are pretty 

equal on both sides. The Boers had 31 killed and about 60 wounded. Sir George White is also reported killed at 

the taking of Dundee. 
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On Sunday afternoon however very different news arrived which quite reassured us again. When I went to the 

nYf -]]m`g^Âk af l`] Y^l]jfggf lg k`]o .jk nYf %]a[c Y h`glg k`] _j]]l]\ e] oal` l`] f]ok l`Yl åàà #g]jk `Y\ 

been taken prisoner and General Kock with them. 100 had been killed and of wounded the number was not 

known. It seemed that the British were really going to assert themselves after all as it seemed they ought to have 

done from the beginning. The report that General White had been killed took half the joy away that one felt for 

the victory. 

The prisoners of Friday were brought to Pretoria and put on the race course. Two of them were wounded. The 

[Force?] they say were quite happy and unconcerned at being prisoners. There have been various reports flying of 

things they have been heard to say. That they would not be fighting Boers again for worlds Í they aim too well. 

The officers give great praise to the way the Boers fire and fight. 

23
rd
.  I went over in the morning to tell Mrs van Warmels that Mrs Morice could not take her mother down to 

see the review of Burghers which was to take place at 10o/c Í she then told me that the news was not so terrible 

as had been said last night Í only about 150 men were taken prisoner and only 100 killed and wounded. The 

report too that Judge Kock had been shot may not be true. She came in later in the morning and it really appears 

that the reports yesterday were frightfully exaggerated Í but still the victory [?] at Elandslaagte was ours [?]. The 

Pretoria contingent was not in the fight Í so all our friends are safe. 

24
th
. The Hollanders and Germans seem to have been the sufferers in the fight at Elandslaagte. The two 

commandoes are almost annihilated. Many are still unaccounted for and may turn up. Many of the prisoners 

escaped it is said because the Tommies got hold of some whisky and began to get jolly. The prisoners passed the 

word in Dutch that they might try to escape and did so. Mr de Wet Hamer [?] was one but he got taken again 

after some days. Since the declaration of war all liquor has been forbidden to be sold in the Transvaal, all bars 

and places where liquor is sold have been shut, an excellent plan to work on. 

A large Ambulance train left Pretoria last night for the front to fetch the wounded fit to travel. The men who 

escaped from Dundee are said to be wandering about still. Some reports say they are in Zululand, another says 

that while the Free Staters were engaging some troops at Elandslaagte they got into Ladysmith under cover of the 

white flag. We hear now that Sir George White is alive but Sir W Pen Symon [Penn-Symons] was mortally 

wounded at Dundee and died on Monday and was buried with a military funeral by General Joubert. 

We hear dreadful tales of how badly the prisoners are treated in the English camp Í the Boer women rave about 

it here Í of course it is all imaginary but anything they hear against the English they are ready to believe. 

The big siege gun which Judge Esser and Curlewis had been commandeered to accompany to Mafeking arrived 

there on Monday and they have been proceeding with the siege since then but without it appears much success. 

The Little [?] Garrison are holding out splendidly. The Boers are in terror of the dynamite mines said to be round 

the town. 
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There has been nothing fresh heard from Natal. The Boers are taking up their positions for the attack on 

Ladysmith. The berg [?] rainy weather has prevented anything further from being done and meanwhile Sir 

3]\n]jk#mdd]j oadd `Yn] lae] lg _]l `]j]º )]Âk ]ph][l]\ Yl $Yh] 5gof gf 5`mjk\Yq l`] áæ
th
. 

30
th
.  Rumours that the attack on Ladysmith began today reached us during the day and when we met Mrs van 

8Yje]dk af l`] Y^l]jfggf Ó»Ô k`] kYa\ l`] Yjladd]jq `Y\ Z]]f ogjcaf_ Óoj]Ycaf_¿Ô l]jjaZd] `Yng[ Í about 10 

Boers had been killed in the artillery and many wounded. When the Judge went out at 6.30 he brought back 

terrible news that 1,300 British had been taken prisoner but we could not for a moment believe that such a thing 

could be true. When he came back at 10.40 however he confirmed the terrible news, at least told us that 1,215 

men had been captured and 24 guns.  

It is a blow too terrible to believe that over a thousand English should yield themselves to any enemy however 

powerful and not rather stand and die. The British army is cracked up and looked upon as invincible but they 

have met their match and seemingly more than their match in the Boers. I cannot make myself believe that they 

are the English who have surrendered. One feels quite ashamed of them that they have disgraced the name of 

Englishmen. It is a disgrace one feels keenly living in the Enemy Country and I have avoided any contact with 

the Dutch people today. Miss van Warmels however came into our bedroom in the afternoon saying it was her 

turn to chuckle and we hoped it would be ours tomorrow and I trust it will. The 42 officers say the prisoners are 

on their way to Pretoria and are expected to arrive tomorrow 1
st
 November. We heard today that seven not 24 

guns were taken by the Free Staters. Mr van Leeuhoff got commandeered but the powers have been moving 

heaven and earth to get him back again Í `] `Yk Z]]f k]fl lg /gjnYdÂk1ggjlº .jk 7º ak _gaf_ lg _]l `ae Y 

medical certificate and send after him tomorrow. 

Bus[y?] going to Jacobs-Malan and goodness knows how many. I believe they have managed to scrape together a 

e]\a[Yd []jla^a[Yl] Yf\ .YdYfÂk h]jeakkagf lg k]f\ al ÑãºááºééÒº  

Nov. 1
st
. 

The first lot of prisoners from Ladysmith arrived at 8.30 this morning.   The 42 officers at 12o/c. The Judge was 

at the Station to see the latter arrive. When l`]q Yda_`l]\ ^jge l`] ljYaf Y oYl[`eYf kYa\ Ä)Ylk g^^Ä Yf\ Ydd l`] 

Boers uncovered Í the English officers gave the military salute. It must have been very galling for these men to 

have been in such a position. If their conduct seemed cowardly to onlookers we cannot really tell the facts of the 

case and what straits they may have been in. 

The third detachment arrived at 7o/c in the evening. We heard that they were to arrive at 5.30 and I was very 

anxious to see them but could not take the children. Mrs Morice went with Mrs Esser but saw nothing but the 

crowd of Dutchies waiting to see them arrive. Among the crowd was Miss Dyer who was very rabid about the 

Ã\» 5geea]kÄ Yf\ oYnaf_ `]j \ajlq o`al] hYjYkgd af l`] Yaj Yf\ kYqaf_ Ã-ggc Yl l`] &f_dak` ^dY_Äº *^ l`e English  

are to be beaten we shall have to put up with an amount of insults. 
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3
rd
.  Yesterday we heard no fresh news. This morning it was said that they were fighting at Ladysmith but in the 

evening they said only that the cannonading had stopped Í no result was heard. 

Yesterday afternoon while we were out walking we met Miss van Warmels who was in a great state of excitement 

having just seen the British Officers come down to the Model School from the Race Course. We walked up to 

have a look at them. Poor wretched men Í I did feel so sorry for them and so rebellious at not being able to do 

anything for them. They seemed very unconcerned themselves whatever their inward feelings may be outwardly 

they appear indifferent leaning over the railings watching the passersby with cigarettes in their mouths. It is to be 

hoped that cowardice was not the cause of their being taken prisoner. 

4
th
.  There was said to have been fighting at Ladysmith today but the accounts we heard were most unsatisfactory. 

Among other tales is one that 500 Lancers went out against the Free Staters and were cut up to a man almost. 

Five are said to have escaped. This is a tale too barbarous to be true, it would have been nothing but a massacre 

and too atrocious. We dare not believe such a thing. 

6
th
.  The Boers about the town are wearing such satisfied expressions over the affair of the Lancers. It is believed 

by many Í all Boers hope it is true at least, they bear a great malice for the Lancers since Elandslaagte and feel 

that they have that score to eclipse out. 

15
th
. Heard tonight that it is rumoured in some circles that the Lancers cut the Free Staters up with great 

slaughter on the 4
th
 and that Lukas Meyer the Vryheid Commandant was wounded at the same time. At all 

events he was invalided back to Pretoria about a week later suffering one day from dysentery next from 

pneumonia but everyone who has seen him says he is looking remarkably well. 

0f] \Yq o] `]Yj Y [gfljY\a[lagf f]pl Y [gf^ajeYlagf g^ l`] -Yf[]jkÂ klgjq Í the explanation of the silence was 

given in the paper one day that General Joubert was ashamed to confirm it as it would be a disgrace to his name 

and that [the] English were afraid to own it in case of causing a panic in Natal. 

4
th
- 17

th
.  There has been nothing of real importance happening during the last fortnight. General Buller is said to 

have arrived in Cape Town on Oct 31
st
 but absolutely nothing has been heard of him here so far. People imagine 

he is in one place one day, in another the next. We trust that when he does appear he will distinguish himself. 

Mafeking holds out splendidly. They are an example of British officers, those men. Kimberley is besieged, 

-Y\qkeal`Âk ^Ydd `Yk Z]]f \Yl]\ eYfq lae]k Zml al `Yk fgl ^Ydd]f q]lº +gmZ]jl k]]ek lg `Yn] [`Yf_]\ `ak lY[la[k 

l`]j] » and is concentrating to meet Buller who is said to be on his way from Durban to relieve it [Ladysmith?]. 

18
th.
The day before yesterday a party of soldiers in an armoured train on their way from Estcourt [Estcourt] to 

Colenso were surprised and 57 captured. It appears they were sent out to reconnoitre and were attacked 

suddenly. The Boers turned their big guns on them and when they came to a cutting Boers got behind and put 

two large stones on the line and the train was derailed. Two carriages managed to pass over and in those most of 

the men escaped but 57, among whom was Mr Winston Churchill, were taken prisoner Í they arrived in Pretoria 

today. 
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19
th
. There is said to be a spy among the men brought in yesterday. We hope he may prove innocent, he was a 

handsome, brave looking man. 

20
th
 .  Nothing new regard[ing] the war. Mr Berry has been arrested owing it is said to his friendship for Harry 

and Mr van Reesema Í l`]q \gfÂl j]imaj] em[` ^gj Yf ]p[mk]º * oak` l`]q kYa\ e]º 

21
st
.  Heard no news. Mrs Joubert has come back from Ladysmith. She says two bombs fell in their tent while she 

and the General were there, one broke the kettle which was boiling on the fire. She also tells that she sat on top 

of a hill and watched the ambulance in the British Camp (with field glasses) and saw it go between the graveyard 

and Red Cross Camp 15 times. They say Typhoid is making ravages there Í poor men and help does not come. 

22
nd
.  No war news. Buller is supposed to be coming to [?]. 

23
rd
.  No war news again today Í still conje[lmjaf_ Yk lg #mdd]jÂk egn]e]flkº 

24
th
.  Mr van Leeuhof told us last night that they had had a brush at Belmont yesterday but he had heard no 

particulars. Mrs L.[?] heard down town that the Boers had first lost a position then regained it. 30 killed. Mr van 

Leeuhoff also said that he had heard that Sir G. White had sent to General Joubert a message to say that he 

would give up all the arms, ammunition and provisions  [if] the garrison were allowed a safe pass to Maritzburg. 

25
th
.  The battle fought at Belmont on Thursday 23

rd
 was to our advantage [and] because of that we have heard 

very little about it. 

26
th
.  Wild rumours were floating about town yesterday, one to the effect that Buller had got through with 70,000 

men to the relief of Kimberley. 

27
th
.  Of the battle we hear that 10 burghers were killed and about 40 wounded some of which must be prisoners 

as they could not escape. 

The Boers had to retire and the English are now in possession of the railway to Kimberley which they are 

repairing. 

28
th
.  In the Special to the Volkstem last night it said that the British loss was estimated at 2,000. They had been 

carrying away the dead all day on Saturday. When we were out in the afternoon we met Mr Wahl who was 

raving at the English. A telegram had come in in the morning to say that the Kaffirs under Khamas were 

murdering the Boers at Derdedorp and had murdered a woman. They were led he said by a British officer with a 

Maxim. It is terrible when they begin with blacks Í it was bad enough being killed by white men (he said). The 

Boers have brought this on themselves. The Limpopo Commando entered the Khamas country and stole several 

hundred cattle. The Kaffirs appealed most probably to the English to help them. Hence the accusation of arming 

Kaffirs. 
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The English have also been accused of using Indian troops at the Battle of Belmont. Mr Jones [?] told the Judge 

this morning that a telegram had come to say that the Boers had shot a dispatch rider on his way to Kimberley 

and found on him a dispatch to say that the British had lost 1,500 men at the Belmont affair but telling them not 

to despair that they were coming on. 

29
th
.  There had been fighting at Modder River yesterday but evidently the Boers succeeded in keeping their 

position which will delay the relief of Kimberley. In Natal we hear the Boers had been driven back from Escourt. 

Buller they say has appeared in Durban so now they will begin in real earnest. We shall have stirring times. It is 

said the Boers are going to storm Ladysmith either today or tomorrow. 

Dec. 1
st
 Âééº  5`]j] oYk Yfgl`]j ^a_`l af l`] #]degfl \aj][lagf gf 5m]k\Yq af o`a[` l`] #g]jk kYq l`]q `]d\ l`]aj 

own but thought they were not strong enough for another Í they retired in the night! We shall hear more of this 

later on no doubt. It is said they stormed Ladysmith yesterday but have not managed to take it yet. The Boers 

have evidently had a reverse Í Escourt direction. But little said of it. 

4
th
.  No further developments since Modder River. The English are now at ScholtzNek  nearer Kimberley. The 

Boers have given up the idea of storming Ladysmith and are concentrating at Tugela River to meet Buller. 

5
th
.  No fresh news. A report from the Volkstem yesterday said that Col. Baden-Powell had come out of Mafeking 

and had defeated the Boers and was chasing them with 15,000 men and was on his way to the relief of Ladysmith 

Í wish it were true. 

6
th
.   No news. 

7
th
.  Great things are expected to happen today Í l`ak Z]af_ #mdd]jÂk Zajl`\Yqº *l ak Z]da]n]\ l`] &f_dak` Yj] 

fortifying Escourt and perhaps awaiting reinforcements. Nothing is doing. 

8
th
.  Reported fighting yesterday, not confirmed today, all quiet. 

9
th
.  The Judge heard a rumour while on guard last night that the British damaged one of the big guns but that 

they had retreated into Ladysmith. Next the Boers were following them up. A special of the Volkstem came out 

Yf\ o] ^gmf\ l`Yl l`] #jalak` `Y\ [daeZ]\ -geZYj\Âk ,gh Yf\ [Ym_`l l`] #g]jk fYhhaf_· Zd]o mh -gf_ 5ge 

with dynamite and destroyed two Howitzers and carried off one Maxim as Y ljgh`q aflg -Y\qkeal`º #mdd]jÂk 

birthday present. 

The General (Erasmus) in command of the guns with the Pretoria commando are [is] to be court martialled Í 

there are hot times in store for them. There is a rumour that there is fighting going on at Scholtz Nek outside 

Kimberley Í we are in hopes that it may lead to the relief. It seems that the fighting in that direction has been 

telling very much against the Boers but that side we do not hear.  

It is said that 250 men have been taken prisoner 150 killed and about 200 wounded. At least twenty waggons 

with ammunition were taken. General Buller is directing affairs in Durban. 
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10
th
.  We hear that General Gatacre has been defeated near Stormberg and 150 men taken prisoner. It is a very 

bad thing in that part of the country as the Dutch farmers there are simply waiting to join the winning side Í the 

Boers by preference.  

11
th
.  The news of the defeat at Stormberg was confirmed today Í but the number of men taken is 790 Í 500 

were taken by one man Í 60 by another Í the others are evidently wounded. This is a serious defeat and will 

throw things back considerably Í that pass still being to take. 

12
th
.  There was fighting going on at Scholtz Nek all day from 4o/c in the morning till 4 o/c in the afternoon. It 

is reported that 2,000 English were killed and wounded (but the same numbers were given at Belmont when 200 

was the real number). They may not have been defeated but they were not successful and did not take the 

position. The Boers held their ground. The Scandinavians seem to have come off worst in this battle Í the corps 

was almost annihilated. 

At Ladysmith they seem to be waking up. They succeeded in destroying another gun on Monday morning. Then 

three Pretoria men were killed Í Mr Meineger [?], Mr Van Zyl and Dr [indecipherable]. 

13
th
.  A rumour swings about town that Mr Winston Churchill has escaped. There was only cannonading at 

Modder River yesterday Í no particular result. 

14
th
 Mr Winston Churchill has really escaped and they are all tearing about trying to find him. It is said he has 

Z]]f lYc]f Yl ,jmeY` Ñ¿Ò 1ggjl af 1gda[]eYfÂk [dgl`]kº 4ge] kYq `] ]k[Yh]\ af ogeYfÂk \j]kk· kge] l`Yl `] _gl 

away with the sanitary cart and it is believed that he may still be in town. All the houses of British subjects were 

searched last night and guards stationed all over the place but he is not found. 

15
th
.  The British having retired to their old camp at Modder River looks as if they had suffered considerably at 

Scholtz Nek. The Boers would have us believe that they had almgkl Yffa`adYl]\ l`]e » l`ak `Yk Z]]f Y n]jq 

disastrous week to our side. 

The Judge heard early this morning that the British had been repulsed twice from Colenso and in the evening 

they had had to retire with heavy loss. Of course 2,000 killed. It came as a heavy blow although we had been 

prepared for it in a way. The Boers have taken 10 cannon and 150 prisoners among which are 13 officers. Those 

who were taken had volunteered to recover the guns the horses for which had all been shot down - hence the 

numbej g^ g^^a[]jkº 5`] #g]jkÂ hgkalagf gf l`] 5m_]dY ak kYa\ lg Z] Ydegkl aehj]_fYZd]º 

Dec. 16th. Í %af_YYfÂk %Yq Í recorded [regarded?] as public holiday by the Boers they having conquered 

Dingaan the Kaffir Chief on that day. It was said that they would storm Ladysmith and make [it?] a general day 

of attack however it passed off quietly. The British it appears asked for an armistice to bury their dead which 

speaks badly for their defeat. 

17
th
 Today is to be a day of Thanksgiving throughout the Republic for victories [?] by Almighty God. Did not go 

to Church. 
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18
th
.   No war news but there is great excitement in town of war. One girl of Bodier [?] has been arrested for 

throwing letters to officers Í gf] » `]Â\ `Yn] `ae gml Z]^gj] 9eYkº 4`] oYk d]l gml gf ÿèà ZYal. Onse [?] Harris 

had been dismissed from the Model School Í \gfÂl cfgo o`qº 8afklgf $`mj[`add `Yk fgl Z]]f ^gmf\º "f g^^a[]j 

was found on roof one night. 

19
th
º  /g ^j]k` f]okº å·àçà #jalak` Yj] kYa\ lg `Yn] Z]]f j]f\]j]\ Ã`gjk \] [geZYlÄ Yl $gd]fkgº 1jYq God this 

may be untrue. 

22
nd
.  Nothing further has taken place during the last three days but we have had the British Official Lists. The 

British accounts of the battles of Scholtz Nek and Colenso. At the former 829 are said to be disabled, killed, 

wounded and missing Í at Colenso 1100. This is very terrible but nothing to what we were led to believe. In both 

cases the British seem to have been ignorant of the position of their men and not to have realised what a strong 

position they held. Before another encounter we trust they may change their tactics. It would be awful to have the 

English defeated Í let them win at whatever cost. 

8] o]fl l`ak Y^l]jfggf lg *\Y (ad^addYfÂk Zajl`\Yq hYjlqº 5`]j] * e]l Y Z]nq g^ %ml[` oge]f µ al oYk j]Yddq 

quite interesting although galling to listen to them talking. They of course are all quite convinced that the Boers 

are going to drive the English from their country once and for all. It has been prophesied by Ezekiel they say this 

war and the downfall of England in South Africa Í l`] #g]jk k]] af l`]ek]dn]k Ãl`] f]o h]ghd] l`Yl k`Ydd Z] 

ZgjfÄ Yf\ o`g oadd `Yn] lg ]f\mj] _j]Yl `Yj\k`ah Zml o`g oadd [ge] l`jgm_` l`]e Ydd na[lgjagmkº #akeYjc ak Ydkg 

said to have foretold this war and the downfall of British power in S. Africa. Sixteen years ago some sage in this 

[gmfljq hjgh`]ka]\ l`Yl l`]j] k`gmd\ Z] Y q]YjÂk oYj af 4º "^ja[Y ^gddgo]\ Zq Y ^gmj q]YjkÂ oYj af &mjgh]º 

There is said to be fighting going on now in Dundee in Natal news of which we hope to hear tomorrow. Balloons 

are said to have been seen here and at several other places. 

31
st
.  Nothing further in the way of fighting has taken place except at Mafeking where on the 26

th
 the English 

made a sortie and from Boer accounts were driven back with 50 being killed or wounded. At Derdepoort there 

was also a skirmish with Kaffirs when 5 men were killed and 8 wounded Í at Colenso on the 15
th
 Mr Jenkins was 

killed and Hugh was wounded. Lord Roberts it is said sails [?] to take the Chief Command of the Cape on Sat 

23
rd 

.One trusts he will manage things better than Buller. His son was killed at Colenso. British accounts [?] of 

Scholtz Nek was less dreadful than read. 

January 2
nd
 1900 

We heard yesterday afternoon that there was fighting going on at Colesberg. The British have been repudk]\ » è 

#g]jk » kge] `Yn] Z]]f cadd]\ Zq Ó¿Ô e]Yfk Ydgf_ Óoal`Ô å gj æ Yf\ h]j`Yhk âà ogmf\]\º *l ak Y ZY\ Z]_affaf_ 

g^ l`] q]Yjº 5`] jmegmjk g^ (]f]jYd 4[`meYfÂk [Yhlmj] oal` åàà #g]jk oYk ]na\]fldq mfljm] Yk `] oYk 

commanding yesterday. 
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9
th
,  The full list of casualties on Sat. at Ladysmith has not come yet but 97 are said to be wounded and over 50 

killed. 

10
th
. We hope Lord Roberts has arrived in Cape Town today and now we can surely hope for something. A patrol 

of 5 Blues were [was] taken prisoner at $gd]kZ]j_º 5`] Y[[gmfl g^ `go $`mj[`add ]k[Yh]\ ak af lg\YqÂk hYh]jº 

12
TH

.  Nothing has been doing since Platrand, but it is said a big battle is forming at Colenso today - d]lÂk `gh] 

oal` egj] km[[]kk l`Yf l`] dYklº 5`] 1j]ka\]flÂk d]ll]j lg l`] #mj_`]jk on the 8
th
 is too funny. 

13
th
.  No news. The whole number of British killed since the war began is 390 and the English 1100 odd but it is 

kYa\ æ·ààà #jalak` `Yn] Z]]f j]f\]j]\ Ã`gjk \] [geZYlÄ - some prisoners, wounded, killed. It is said another 

attack on the Platrand is contemplated but this is improbable as the last are said to have been [?]. 

14
th
1900  We hear today that the British have crossed the Tugela higher up than Colenso at a place called Little 

Tugela. They are said to be on an island and have to cross a flat piece of country to reach the Boer position. The 

Boers it is said are rather alarmed at this move Í I trust they have cause for alarm. 

18
th
.  We heard yesterday morning that the battle that had been looked for today had begun early yesterday 

morning and we were trembling as to the result but at night we were told it had only been a small skirmish on 

l`] egjfaf_ oal` fg j]kmdlº *l ak kYa\ l`Yl ,al[`]f]jÂk Yl 4lgjeZ]j_ - Roberts with Methuen and Sir Charles 

Warren with Buller. 

19
th
. No news.British perhaps waiting for reinforcements. Boer lies said that position taken by British does not 

bring him in the least bit nearer Ladysmith but within range of Mauser fire. 

21
st
.  Heard last night that a patrol (Boer) had been surprized and taken at Colenso and several were killed. 

22
nd
.  There had been fighting at Colenso on Saturday and with bad results for the English who tried to cross the 

Tugela but were driven back. We heard on Sat. night that one detachment (British) had gone and occupied 

Helpmekaar 1Ykk Yf\ l`]f `Y\ hYkk]\ lg 7Yf 3]]f]fÂk 1Ykk Zml fg ^a_`laf_ `Y\ lYc]f hdY[] af [gff][lagf oal` 

either. Fighting is reported at Colesberg. A great many more men have been commandeered from Pretoria. 

26
th
.  There has been fighting more or less every day since the 20

th
 at Tugela Í the British have not managed to 

force their way through however. On Wednesday 24
th
 they tried to take kop (Spionkop) and got surrounded. 180 

were captured Í they incidentally fought well and held out bravely but were outnumbered. The rumours that flew 

about in town that night were fearful Í 2,000 prisoners and 10 guns had been taken, Kitchener killed and 

goodness knows what all. 

28
th
.  Various rumours have been floating and it is quite difficult to know what to believe. The British have not 

yet begun the real attack on the Tugela  - the big fight is in the future still. If they do not succeed I think they 

may give up the fight. There are terrible reports of the number of British killed Í 1,200 is the number given 
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today we hear that S[`g]eYf `Yk Z]]f `]ee]\ af Yf\ Z]]f _an]f âè `gmjk lg kmjj]f\]jº ,al[`]f]jÂk \]Yl` `Yk 

not been either confirmed or contradicted. 

30
th
. No further news. The slaughter of those poor Lancasters on the 24

th
 must have been terrible Í poor men, 

how brave they must be Í and how many sorrowing hearts will be mourning them too now at home. General 

Woodgate - reported killed Í was only wounded. 

A Boer remarked to the Judge the other day that he heard old General Lukas Meyer had deteriorated since he 

came to live in town Í and had got into the habit of taking a bath. 

Feb. 2
nd
.   

No fresh war news has come in. There are rumours of a battle at Stormberg where it is said 300 Boers have been 

killed and 8oo taken prisoner or something such like. I fear it is all a myth and only wish it were true. There are 

tales also of a flying column being sent by Lord [Methuen?] 8,000 strong [rebels?] sent to relieve Ladysmith and 

take Bloemfontein is not known [?]. 

5
th
 Feb.  Nothing doing but startling rumours are afloat. Yesterday heard that Joubert with 2,000 had been taken 

prisoner at Ladysmith also that there had been fighting at Jacobsdal and 80 Boers were killed Í no such luck. 

Feb. 10
th
.  Nothing very serious has been happening during last few days. The Boers of course have tales of 

having driven the British back across the Tugela each day. 

Feb. 14
th
.  There seems to be nothing doing anywhere. 

Feb. 20
th
.  On Saturday morning last (17

th
.) Mrs V W [van Warmelo?] heard that 2,000 English had got into 

Kimberley. The Boers however say that this will only straighton [straiten?] the means in the besieged town as 

they have captured their oxen (2,000 it is said which turned out to be 2 or 3 span). 80 wagons are said to have got 

into the town. 

On Sunday the Judge heard that the line was clear to Kimberley Í that Cronje had evacuated Scholtz Nek. The 

column which relieved Kimberley are said only to have stayed 3 hours (in it?) Í then left for the relief of 

Mafeking. 

Today (20
th
) we heard that Kimberley is quite relieved. Cronier (Cronje?) has taken up his stand much nearer 

Bloemfontein. There are swarms of British cropping up in all directions it is said and the Boers are flying. We 

also heard that Ladysmith has been relieved today. 
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HISTORY AND HERITAGE OF THE COUNTRY CLUB, JOHANNESBURG 

W.J. Gaul

 

Origins of the Club: 

The land on which the Club now stands in Auckland Park, Johannesburg, had been part of the farm of 

PetrusLindeque, a Voortrekker who had settled on the Highveld, and whose farm housewas constructed where 

the present Club House stands (Shorten 1970:254). There does, however, seem to be some confusion over the 

ownership of the farm at this time: according to the official history of the club (Sander 2006: 48), this farmstead 

was the home of GertBezuidenhout, owner of the farm Braamfontein, and Lindeque actually bought the eastern 

portion of the farm where the suburbBraamfontein (or BraamfonteinWerf, i.e. Braamfontein farmyard) stands 

today. 

Be this as it may, a New Zealander, John Landau, on first encountering the tract of land, was reminded of a valley 

in his home land, and named the area after the largest city in New Zealand. The land had been bought by Landau 

and his partner, Charles Cohen, with the intention of mining it. According to the Volkstem of 21
st
 May 1888, 

Charles Cohen and John Landau were the secretaries of the Auckland Park Gold Mining Company. The land on 

which the Club stands was then acquired by the Auckland Park Real Estate Company, which had established the 

townships of Auckland Park and Brixton after it had been established that no payable gold was to be found there, 

and residential development was seen as a way of recouping expenditure.   

By 1890, the original farm-house had been converted into an hotel, and a lake had been created by extending the 

farm dam, which was fed by the perennial stream that rises on Brixton ridge and runs through the property to 

join the Braamfonteinspruit to the north east. The property at ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǘŜƭΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ was either owned 

or rented by a Mr and Mrs du Bois, a French couple who ran the hotel in opposition to the Sans Souci Hotel, just 

a short distance away to the north-east.  The couple parted ways, and Mrs Du Bois started a chicken farm in 

present-day Bordeaux, presumably named after the district from which she came in France, while her husband 

became manager of the Kimberley Club. 

 

The Club house was built on the site of the Hotel, which itself had evolved out of the farm house. There appears 

to be no trace of either the farm stead or the hotel in the present structure. 

 

The question arises as to why businessmen such as Landau and Cohen would want to establish a sporting and 

social club on land that they had originally planned to mine. The answer may be that by 1902, when it had been 

decided that no payable gold was to be found here, it made sound business sense to rather sell off the land as 

residential stands. To this end, the Auckland Park Real Estates Co., Ltd, had been formed in 1902/3.Further, the 

Transvaal Colony was in a recession, largely in consequence of the withdrawal of most of the British military at 

the conclusion of the Anglo Boer War in 1902. The sale of land was not progressing as well as might have been 

wished ς and so the idea of establishing a Club, in order to make the area more attractive to prospective buyers, 

was mooted in 1906. 

 

It should be noted that, just to the west of the area set out for residential development in Auckland Park, lay the 

race course of the Auckland Park Sporting Club Limited; this, too, may have sown the seed of an idea. It would 

seem, then, that the establishment of the Club was not the idea or work of public spirited individuals ς but rather 

a calculated business decision.In August of 1906, the Manager of the Auckland Park Real Estate Co., Herbert 

Moss, called together several ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ǘƻ ǘŜǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ /ƭǳō άŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ǎǇƻǊǘέ ƻƴ ǎƻƳŜ пу ŀŎǊŜǎ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ(OF ref).Among these citizens were 

Archdeacon Michael Furse, Charles Ward, K.C., Lt. Col. Gordon Sandilands, and William Dalrymple. 

 

The deal proposed by the APRE Company was very attractive: the company would construct and equip a suitable 

ŎƭǳōƘƻǳǎŜ ƻƴ ŀ ǎƛǘŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘΣ άŦŀŎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƪŜǎέ(Sander 2006:8). The Company would own and run the 



18 
 

club for a period of two years, during which the Club, as lessee, would have the option to purchase the freehold 

at an agreed price.  

Further, the Company would erect a squash court, tennis courts, a croquet lawn, swimming bath and change 

rooms, and a cricket pitch. A golf course would also be laid out - at an estimated cost of £10  000. Other sports 

included clay-pigeon shooting ς and hunting. This latter sport ranged over the present-day Parkview Golf Course, 

Saxonwold, and into Houghton Estate. However, neither soccer nor hockey ever seem to have got off the ground 

here ς although there was a brief interlude in which a group calling itself the Stags played a few games of hockey 

ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ мффлΩǎΦ A clearing in the blue gum plantation on Club property in the early days provided a make-shift 

polo ground. 

 

Various societies, such as the philatelic, were quickly established, and other indoor activities included whist, 

whist-bridge and rummy (poker was only permitted some years later, in 1937, after it had been agreed that it 

άǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ƎŀƳŜ ƻŦ ŎƘŀƴŎŜέύΣ ŀƴŘΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ōƛƭƭƛŀǊŘǎΦ 

 

Subscriptions were set at five guineas per annum for gentlemen, and two for ladies. The first five hundred 

applicants would be exempt from entrance fees. 

 

Adv. WardΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ άǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎέŎƻƴǾŜƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ !tw9 /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊΣ IŜǊōŜǊǘ aƻǎǎΣ 

submitted a favourable opinion on this proposal, and the Club came into being on 17 November 1906.The official 

opening, a glittering social occasion presided over by the Mayor of Johannesburg, Kidger Tucker, took place on 

22
nd

 December 1906, with the Club boasting nearly 400 members.  

 

{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ IƻǳǎŜ 

 

A contractor, DF Corlett had been appointed, and a site at the south east corner selected for the erection of the 

{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ 

 

This was the first of the Club buildings to be built;Corlett and his family moved into the house during work on the 

main contract. According to vander Waal, the architect employed in the design of the early Club buildings was  

GAH Dickson (1987:149). 

 

Although somewhat altered, the {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǊŜǘŀƛƴǎ ƛǘǎ ƎǊŀŎƛƻǳǎ Ŏƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊΣ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƳǳŎƘ 

more serene era. The changes that have been made over the 106 years of its existence have generally 

beensympathetic, and sensitively handled ς unlike the brutŀƭ ōƭƻŎƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŜǊŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΩǎ 

vicinity, quite obviously without the necessary heritage impact assessment. The roof was probably originally of 

shingle or possibly corrugated iron, but whatever the material, it has been replaced ς unhappily ς with Harvey 

tiles. The chimneys are fortunately intact, as are most of the windows. Along the eastern boundary of the garden 

(and the club property) is a small, stone-built garden room or cottage. This, too, has been altered and extended, 

but the early stone work remains plainly visible. 

 

The pretty, well-treed and terraced garden provides an appropriate setting for the house, being characteristic of 

the Edwardian style of landscaping made de rigeur for middle-class properties bythe doyenne of English garden 

design of the period, Gertrude Jekyll ς more about whom later. 

 

Stanley Avenue Gate. 

The road lay-out on the south side of the property has undergone various changes ς so it is difficult to say 

whether the gate on this side of the property originally faced onto Stanley Avenue, or Kingsway. Whatever the 

case, this entrance (no longer in use) provides an example of early twentieth century craftsmanship in the Arts & 

Crafts style. The beautifully hammer-dressed stone of the curved walls on either side of the gate has been 

weathered over the many decades of its existence, and the curved design suggests an open-arm welcome to 

those members who used the gate. The stone work is complemented by the clay tiles of two different 

thicknesses used for decoration; and the wall is topped with generous coping stones. The gate itself may not be 
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the original, but appears still to be of teak, hung on large strap hinges of hand-wrought iron. Topping the piers on 

either side of the gate are two lamps, now sadly dilapidated, each resting on an attractive wrought-iron lamp-

standΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǿŜƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ IŜǊōŜǊǘ .ŀƪŜǊΩǎ ƛǊƻƴ-smith of choice, George Ness 

Garden of Remembrance. 

 

This quiet and dignified space provides for those who wish to spend time in reflecting on the supreme sacrifice 

offered by the men (and a woman) whose names are recorded here ς and anyone else they may know of. The 

memorial commemorates those Club members who gave their lives in three major conflicts in which South 

Africa was involved: the Great War ς 1914-1918; the Second world War, 1939-1945; and the border conflicts, 

1975-1989. 

 

Until very recently, the space was shaded by a magnificent, fully grown pin-oak tree. This, incomprehensibly and 

very sadly, has been felled. 

 

While remembering those who served in the armed forces, it seems appropriate to mention an anecdote related 

by a Club member, GW Bond, who, after serving in the 1
st
 WW, was invalided out and believed that he had seen 

the last of army life. With the outbreak of the Revolt of 1922, however, he found himself back in uniform, 

serving in the Imperial Light Horse Regiment; he was posted at the Country Club which served as the temporary 

Headquarters of the Witwatersrand Command during that conflict. While on sentry duty in Stanley Avenue 

(remember the Government forces were on the Club side of the ridge, engaging the strikers who were on the 

ridge and on its south side), standing under one of the huge gum trees that used to line that road, Bond heard a 

bullet ricochet from the ridge, lodging itself in the tree below which he stood, a foot above his head. Many years 

later, when the tree was cut down, he read a report in thelocal press to the effect that, in cutting the tree, the 

saw blade had struck a bullet ς άtƻǎǎƛōƭȅέΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΣ άǘƘŜ ōǳƭƭŜǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊŜƭƛŎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ мфнн ǊŜǾƻƭǘέΦ .ƻƴŘ 

concludes his story with a laconic: ά¢ƻƻ ǘǊǳŜέΦ 

 

hƴŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǎƛŘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ wŜǾƻƭǘΥ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ-serving secretary of the time gloried in the name 

ƻŦ ά/ƻƭƻƴŜƭ Dawson-SquiōōέΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘΣ ƘŜ ǘƻƻΣ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ L[I ς with the rank of Private! 

 

 The ά5ƻǊƳȅ IƻǳǎŜέΣ ƴƻǿ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ [ƻŘƎŜέΦ 

There had always been a demand for accommodation at the Club, and in 1925, it was decided to erect an annexe 

specifically for this purpose. According toWentzel (1975: 94), the actual reason for building the annexe was that 

the APRE Company had been taken over by Sir Abe Bailey in about 1920, and, being the hard-headed 

businessman that he was, he soon established that the Club was not a profitable venture, and immediately 

offered the Club Committee the opportunity of buying it lock, stock and barrel for £39 500 ς with the proviso that 

the Committee undertook to spend a further £10 000 on improvements; hence the Dormy House. 

 

5ŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ƛƴ ǿƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ǘŜǊƳŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά.ŀƪŜǊέ ǎǘȅƭŜ ƻŦ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƭȅ !Ǌǘǎ ϧ /ǊŀŦǘǎ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ 

residence ǿŀǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά5ƻǊƳȅ IƻǳǎŜέΣ ōǳǘ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ς and perhaps unfortunately ς been re-

ƴŀƳŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ [ƻŘƎŜέΦ The house has a lay-out distinctly reminiscent of Baker in that it is in a butterfly form ς as is 

.ŀƪŜǊΩǎ ²ŜǎǘŎƭƛŦŦ ƳŀǎǘŜǊǇƛŜŎŜΣ Glenshiel. 

 

Those who lived here in the early days have left a record of their experiences. The overwhelming impression is 

that the accommodation was wonderfully inexpensive: a long-time resident of50 years, JC Merkin, who had lived 

ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ŎƻǿǎƘŜŘέ όŀƴŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀŘ ōǳǊƴǘ Řƻǿƴ ƛƴ мфомύΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƛƴ ŀ ōŜŘǊƻƻƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

main Club House (upstairs, where the committee rooms and bridge room is now), and finally in Dormy  House,  

recalls that his tariff was originally £12-10s. per month, all found.  By 1962, prices had increased, but not by 

much: accommodation consisting of bed-and-breakfast was advertised at  

R2-00 per person per night. 
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The site of the Dormy House is a particularly good one, making for maximum privacy for residents while at the 

same time providing a wonderful outlook over the Club gardens. 

 

A note on the Architecture found at the Club 

 

As mentioned above, the Dormy House contains many of the Arts& Craftselements favoured by Herbert Baker 

and his partners, who have had a major impact of the architecture of Johannesburg, and, indeed, South Africa. 

Other buildings at the Club, too, carry this Arts& Crafts stamp, with their shingled roofs, bell-cast eaves, dormer 

windows, dressed stonework and carefully crafted timber window and door frames.  

 

There are also Art Deco elements to be seen in the newer, or altered buildings: the main façade of the Club 

House, for example, with its suggestion of a ocean liner, and the Rotunda, or Rainbow Room, both have clear 

Deco characteristics. ¦ƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴ ōȅ /ƻǊƭŜǘǘΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴǎΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ ŀƴŘ .Ǌƛŀƴ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ, involving 

alteration and extension, was completed in 1963 (Sander 2006: 52). 

 

 And then there is what is perhaps best described asthe Edwardian functionality of the redbrick squash courts ς 

reputedly the first such courts in the then Transvaal Colony. These have corrugated iron roofs, as do the other 

secondary buildings on the property, and they share a system of roof ventilation: the roofing stops short of 

forming a closed apex, leaving a gap at the ridge of about 50 or 60 centimetres. This is enclosed with bird wire, 

and over this gap, which runs the length of the roof, is a covering, raised from the roof by about 30 centimetres, 

of curved corrugated iron. This appears to form a most effective ventilation system, as the courts on a 

particularly warm day proved to be very cool inside. 

 

Stable Yard and Water Tower. 

 

 
 

 

Stables and yard 

 

Although the motor car was making a tentative appearance on the Reef when the Club opened in 1906, travel by 

horse ς whether on horse-back or in some form of horse drawn vehicle - was still very much part of every-day life 

ς and the Club had to provide facilities for this mode of transport. Also, the Club hosted many a gymkhana in the 

early years, and stabling would presumably have had to be provided for the horses and ponies; the same applies 

to the polo ponies when the Club provided a make-shift polo ground among the blue-gums. Whether or not 

stabling was provided for hunters is not known. 
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¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀōƭŜ ȅŀǊŘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ άǿŜǊŦ-ƳǳǳǊέ ƻǊ ȅŀǊd wall, together with the stables, havebeen identified as 

conservation-worthy. The wall has carefully detailed plaster features, and the piers on either side of the gates ς 

at both ends of the yard ς were provided with lamps. There remains one of the original gates, now in very poor 

condition, hanging still on the large strap hinges. 

 

 
 

ά ²ŜǊŦƳǳǳǊέ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǘŜ 

 

The stable roof and gables are particularly attractive, the gables facing north and south having apparently been 

provided with sentinels of Cypress on either side. While the south gable has become obscured by Lombardy 

poplars, the north gable remains reasonably intact, together with its Cypresses. 

 

 
 

 

North gable ς note buttresses 



22 
 

 

 Ventilation for the stables was provided by openings in the brick wall, each with an attractively curved lintol in 

brick.One of the stables appears to have been used to house some form of trolley, as there is a track laid on the 

floor. 

 

The water tower is possibly a relic of the time when the club pumped its own water from the stream; the 

elevated tank would then have supplied the necessary pressure in the water system throughout the buildings 

and gardens. The tower is constructed of carefully laid brick ς evidence of a craftsmanship not easily found today. 

It is noted that a similar tower at the old Parktown Convent hasrecently  been demolished ς unlawfully ς and it is 

to be hoped that the same fate does not await this structure. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The water tower 

 

The Stream. 

 

The perennial stream running through the Club grounds, sadly now canalised and covered, rises somewhere on 

the Brixton Ridge ς although Wendy Bodman, in ƘŜǊ ƳƻƴƻƎǊŀǇƘΣ ά¢ƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ CƭƻǿƛƴƎ wƛǾŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ 

WitwatersǊŀƴŘέΣ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǊƛǎŜǎ on Club property. A short stretch of the stream may still be seen in its canal, 

and it is notable how strongly it flows, even in the driest parts of the year. It is the stream that fed the farm dam 

ƻƴ [ƛƴŘŜǉǳŜΩǎ όƻǊ .ŜȊǳƛŘŜƴƘƻǳǘΩǎΣ ŘŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ which version you believe) farm - and it was this dam that 

eventually became the lake, which proved to be a very popular feature of the Club in its early days. 
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It is interesting to note that all of the resorts around early Johannesburg ς the Langlaagte Hotel, with its natural 

fountain, Orange Grove hotel, also at the source of a stream, Craighall Tea Gardens, on the BraamfonteinSpruit, 

Sans Souci Hotel, situated on a rise just above the BraamfonteinSpruit, and the Country Club ς all boasted  some 

form of water feature as attractions. This is, of course, perfectly understandable when the conditions on the 

Rand at the time are considered: dry and dusty, and in summer at least, relatively hot. Parched citizens longed 

for liquid refreshment ς of both types. 

 

The lake stood where the cricket field is now. According to pictures from that time (a particularly attractive 

painting is displayed in the Club bar), the lake was fringed with reeds and grasses, and shaded by willows and 

other trees.  Family parties would take to the water in skiffs, while many a dashing young blade would entice his 

lady friend into a punt for a romantic turn on the lake. An unwritten law came into being that no boating or 

punting was to take place at night ς although on one occasion, Mr Brierley, the former British soldier who at 

that time was the long-serving porter at the Club, and part of whose job it was to police the behaviour of the 

young ς and not-so-young - members, found a couple tightly entwined in an embrace on a punt a few yards 

from the shore. He pulled the punt in, and gave the embarassed couple the choice of accompanying him to the 

Secretary, or leaving immediately. In recounting the incident to the Secretary, Col. Dawson-Squibb, .ǊƛŜǊƭŜȅΩǎ 

ƛƴŘƛƎƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƻƻ ŎƭŜŀǊΥ ƘŜ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ōȅ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘΥ άΧǿƘŀǘ ƳŀŘŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎ ǿƻǊǎŜΣ {ƛǊΣ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴǘƭŜƳŀƴ ǿŀǎ 

ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōΣ {ƛǊΗέ(Wentzel 1975: 96). 

 

This stream is one of three in the immediate vicinity. This one, as mentioned, rises somewhere on the Auckland 

Park or Brixton ridge to the south ς where, precisely, is not known. The second, and most important, is the 

BraamfonteinSpruit, which rises in the grounds of the Barnato Park High School ς the site chosen by Barney 

Barnato for his mansion in Berea. This then runs in a westerly direction, through the Pieter Roos Park, along 

Empire Road and into the Frank Brown Park. Soon after this, it forms a confluence with the Country Club stream 

and the third spruit, known as the Gas Works Spruit, which rises in the Braamfontein Cemetery. The river then 

continues in a northerly direction, through the Parkview Golf Course, Craighall Park and on, until it becomes part 

of the Jukskei, which flows into the Crocodile, and, eventually, into the Limpopo. It is for this reason that the 

little Anglican Chapel adjacent to the Brenthurst clinic is ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά{ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ-on-the-[ƛƳǇƻǇƻέ ς it stands right on 

the stream, which is a head-water of the Limpopo. 

 

It was just below the confluence of the three streams, at Sans Souci, that the Zulu and Indian washermen, 

ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά!ƳŀǿŀǎƘŀέ ŀƴŘ άŘƘƻōƛǎέ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜƭy, plied their trade. As there were few women living in 

Johannesburg in the early days, one of the tasks traditionally allotted to women,that of washing clothes, was 

undertaken by these men ς and some women. Landowners along the spruit charged theAmawasha a rental for 

the use of the water, and some allowed them to construct shacks and cultivate plots of land along the banks of 

the stream as well. 

 

One last point worth mentioning: although these water-ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǇŀǊŀƎƛƴƎƭȅ ŀǎ άǎǘƻǊƳ 

watŜǊ ŘǊŀƛƴǎέΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘ ǇŜǊŜƴƴƛŀƭ ǎǘǊŜŀƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜȄƛǎǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀŜƻƴǎ ς and this was demonstrated at the 

Club in the recent past, when the stream flexed its muscles, and caused a major subsidence about twenty five 

metres beyond the point where it is covered. This caused great consternation, with a round-the-clock guard 

having to be posted to ensure that no child ς or anyone else ς fell into the resurrected spruit. 

 

The Gardens. 

 

9ǾŜƴ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ ŘŀȅǎΣ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōΩǎ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŘŜ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƳŜƳōŜǊs. Again, we should remember that this 

was before many of the trees which now make Johannesburg the attractive city it has become, had grown to 

maturity ς the Highveld itself in its natural state is, of course, almost devoid of trees.  

 

The farm that had existed here before the Club had ensured that the area had been planted with trees, and 

these, together with the farm dam which had been enlarged into a lake, made for an almost instant garden in 

which members could seek refuge from the hot and dusty town. Some of the original trees planted in front of the 
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farmstead remain ς there is the clump of indigenous trees immediately in front of the terrace, said to date from 

the time of the farmstead. 

 

In 1946, JoanePim became the Garden Consultant to the Club, and her influence is discernible even today, more 

than sixty years later. 

She was a truly extraordinary woman who had grown up atTimewell in Parktown. Her father was Howard Pim, 

who had founded one of the early auditing practices in Johannesburg. Timewell neighbours on Marienhof, or 

Brenthurst, as it is now known, and is not far from Villa Arcadia, Dolobran and Northwards, all houses with 

wonderful garden settings, which must have exerted some influence on the young girl as she grew up among 

these and other beautiful Parktown gardens, creating in her an understanding of the importance of natural 

beauty in the lives of ordinary citizens. Indeed, the title of a book sƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ мфтм ƛǎ ά.Ŝŀǳǘȅ ƛǎ bŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅέΦ 

 

TimewellΩǎ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ōȅ IŜǊōŜǊǘ .ŀƪŜǊ ς and in his garden design is discernible the hand of 

Gertrude Jekyll ς the doyenne of landscape architecture in Edwardian England. Her ideas, very simplistically, may 

be said to include formal structure, softened by careful planting in terms of colour, form and texture. WŜƪȅƭƭΩǎ 

indirect influence on Pim - through the work of Baker - may still be seen in this garden. 

 

Joanehad spent some time in England in 1933 recuperating from an illness, and while there, she had, at the 

suggestion of her hosts, Sir John and Lady Maud, worked for Brenda Colvin , a leading landscape architect (Ref. 

Wiesmeyer, etc.). This experience convinced her that this is what she wanted to do for the rest of her life. 

However, the war, in which she served as the Chairman of the Navy War Fund, intervened, and it was only in 

1946 that she accepted the appointment as consultant at the Club. 

 

She was responsible for the planting of many of the trees that have since grown to maturity, as well as major 

reconstruction of parts of the garden, adding new beds, and moving trees and shrubs. At a time when indigenous 

plants were not well thought of, she planted many, particularly indigenous bulbs. 

She went on to work for the Oppenheimers, taking charge of the Brenthurst gardens and those at 

Mauritzfontein, near Kimberley, and for some of the large mining houses. It was she who was the initiator of the 

idea of creating gardens on the Free Sate gold mines and on factory premises to soften the harsh working 

conditions often found in these environments.  

 

Pim was succeeded here at the Country Club by an equally proficient gardener, another lady, Beth Still.Mrs Still 

ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜ άƘŀƴds-ƻƴέ ǘƘŀƴ WƻŀƴŜtƛƳΣ ǘǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŀǎ if it were her own: she 

fretted over any weed she came across in her beloved borders, over the labour, the children who ran rough-shod 

over the beds, and so on ς but nevertheless maintained her care and vigilance for over twenty-five years.She 

succeeded in creating the type of garden that tempts one to explore ς there always seem to be something more 

to see round the next bush or shrub, and her secret, she said, was to present a variety of bedding and other 

plants that one does not often see (Ref OH). 

 

Some important features of the garden include the range of treespecies, now mature, used in the landscaping ς 

the conifers, for example which shield the Club from Clieveden Road to the west, are said to have been planted 

by her; the bog garden ς fed by a bore hole tapping directly into the stream ς contains plants, both indigenous 

and exotic, that thrive under moist conditions; the rose garden, laid out formally as such gardens were in 

Edwardian times; and the gazebo garden, very popular as a venue for wedding ceremonies. 

 

Of course, the type of gardening equipment that today is commonplace in this type of environment, was 

undreamt of when the gardens were being prepared in 1905/6, nor yet whenJoanePim started her work here. An 

example the writer  can attest to is the beautiful red oxen that were kept for mowing the lawns of the Club, as 

well as the fairways of the golf course. They were kept in a stable yard up against Lothbury Avenue, down which 

the tram (later, the double-decker trolley bus) to and from Melville used to travel ς and from the upper deck, one 

was able to see these beautiful beasts, with their long white horns, resting in their shady yard. 

 

Anthea Olivier, who grew up in a house in Clieveden Road, remembers the groundsman who used to do his 

rounds on horseback: she and her sister would cajole him into allowing them to ride the horse on the Race 

Course, where the Helen Joseph Hospital now stands. This track, incidentally, was oval in shape, with a 
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circumference of one mile and one furlong, the straight being four furlongs. It also boasted a trotting track, which 

is presumably where the girls did their horse riding. 

 

In the garden, one finds a sundiaƭΣ ƻǊ άƘŜƭƛƻ-ŎƘǊƻƴƻƳŜǘŜǊέΣ an instrument which may be moved from one site to 

another, and then instantly adjusted to tell the time. Made in 1875 of gun-metal, it was restored by members of 

the SA Engineering Corps and presented to the Club to commemorate VE Day, 8
th

 May 1945. 

 

 Interior. 

 

Because the Club House has been extensively altered over the years, there is little of the history of the building to 

be seen ς with one exception. This is what is still referreŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά.ƛƭƭƛŀǊŘ wƻƻƳέΣ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ōƛlliards and 

snooker are now played in the bar. The Billiard Room, apart from the fact that it no longer contains a billiard 

table, remains almost exactly as it was when the Club opened in 1906. Features to be noted here include the 

perfect proportions of the room; the beautiful fire-place in klompie brick; the imposing chimney breast; and the 

original timber-framed, leaded windows with a delicate margin of green stained glass. The door providing access 

ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎΩ ǎǘŀƛǊ-case had a spy-hole cut into it ς presumably so thatanyone entering from there could 

first ensure that an important shot was not about to be taken. 

 

¢ƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƭǳōΩǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎΥ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎ 

of ascene in which a family enjoys an outing in a row-boat on the tree-lined lake, with the Club House in the 

ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǇƻǊǘǊŀƛǘǎ ƻŦ ŜŀǊƭȅ ŦƛƎǳǊŜǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻƻƳŜŘ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΥ /! ²ŜƴǘȊŜƭΣ ǿƘƻ 

was Chairman from 1908 ς 1923, and who was a founding partner in the law firm, Webber Wentzel (Sander 

2007:7); and Col. Dawson-Squibb, the long serving Secretary (1908 ς 1940) (Sander 2006:30). 
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AANDENK BOREHOLE 

(First published in The Friend, 14th February 1968) 

The history of the discovery of the Free state Goldfields ς the most fantastic mineral discovery in South Africa in the 

20thcentury - is essentially the history of Welkom for, without this world-shattering event, Welkom would not have been. 

The clock must be turned back to the latter years of the nineteenth century when two men ς a Mr Donaldson who was a 

prospector, and a Mr Hinds, an engineer ς investigated a portion of the farm called Zoeten-Inval belonging to a Mr 

BarendsKlopper near where the small town of Allanridge is situated today. This was believed to have been in 1896, and the 

pair was interested in a small outcrop of rock protruding about a foot above the ground and about two feet in length which 

appeared to be conglomerate pebble reef. A 60 feet pit was excavated and samples collected. The men could raise no 

interest among mining companies in Johannesburg, which all laughed off the idea of gold in the Free State. 

Then came the first setback in the mineral history of the future Free State gold fields. The men decided to return to 

England and have their samples analysed and, if the results proved favourable, to form a syndicate to raise capital for the 

continuation of the search. Disaster struck. Gossip had it that Donaldson and Hinds sailed on the ill-fated Drummond Castle 

which, on that trip, sank in the Bay of Biscay off the coast of France with the loss of all aboard. 

The hot mealie lands surrounding the peaceful hamlet of Odendaalsrust (as it was then called) lay almost untouched by a 

rock-pick until a persistent old prospector, Arthur Megson by name, heard of the venture and decided to investigate for 

himself. The farm had been divided up by this time, and the section on which the outcrop was situated was now called 

Aandenk and was owned by HendrikPetrusKlopper. 

Megson arrived in 1904and widened and deepened the original pit to about 100 feet. He took samples of the exposed 

strata away with him as they seemed to indicate some promising values. But in turn he could not obtain any financial 

ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇŜƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƭƻǎŜ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀŦǘΦ IŜ ƛǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŘȅƴŀƳƛǘŜ άǘƻ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ 

interfering with the ǿƻǊƪέΦ 

For many years Megson did the rounds of the mining companies, his samples carried in a canvas bag. No one was 

interested until in October 1932, when he presented himself at the office of Allan Roberts, and Mannie Jacobs, a young 

attorney. Megson had come to the right place at last, for Roberts had recently set himself up sufficiently by September of 

ǘƘŀǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ Ƙƛǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǇŜǘ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ άǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ²ƛǘǿŀǘŜǊǎǊŀƴŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻŦ ǊƻŎƪ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘŀǇŜǊǎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ōŜȅƻƴŘ 

the Orange Free state, resembling the rim of a lake with Johannesburg lying in the centre of the northern section of that 

ǊƛƳέΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŜŦ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƛǇǎ ƎǊŀŘǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ YƭŜǊƪǎŘƻǊǇ ƳƛƴŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ-west and to Nigel about 40 miles to the south-

east, the southern section of the lake being submerged in the Free State. 

!ǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ aǊ wƻōŜǊǘǎ ƘŀŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜΣ DƭŀŘȅǎΣ άbƻǿ L ŀƳ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ǘŜǎǘ Ƴȅ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ όŜǾŜƴύ ƛŦ ƛǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 

ƳƻƴŜȅ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜέΦaŜƎǎƻƴΩǎ ǎŀƳǇƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŜ ƎŀǾŜ wƻōŜǊǘǎΣ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ άǿƘƻ 

ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘǳǊƴǎ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŘƻǿƴέΣ ŀ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǇƻƛƴǘΦ IŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘƻǊ ƭŜŦǘ ŦƻǊ hŘŜƴŘŀŀƭǎǊǳǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŘŀȅΦ !ŦǘŜǊ ŀ 

few days spent in the area inspecting the old pit, the pair returned to Johannesburg to have the new samples analysed. 

This job ǿŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ōȅ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƻŦ wƻōŜǊǘǎΩΣ 5ŀǾŜ aƛƭƴŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴŀƭȅǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƘŜƳƛǎǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƛǘǿŀǘŜǊǎǊŀƴŘΦ 

Roberts was so excited when he heard the results that he decided to enlarge the small pit in the middle of the North West 

Free State.  

A Cornishman named King was enlisted, and Roberts set out on another trip to Odendaalsrus. He was convinced that there 

ǿŀǎ άƎƻƭŘΣ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ƎƻƭŘ ς ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ƴƻǊ ƭŜǎǎέΦ  

It soon became apparent the values along the shaft and along the reef were barren and that the area would have to be 

tested by drilling. The Transvaal mining houses were too busy with the Rand and its extensions to spare any thought, much 

less time and money, for any development in the Free State, and Roberts went it alone. 

On 5 May 1933 the first ōƻǊŜƘƻƭŜ ǿŀǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΦ !ǎ wƻōŜǊǘǎ ǿǊƻǘŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƭŜǘǘŜǊΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ άǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ōƻǊŜƘƻƭŜ ŜǾŜǊ Ǉǳǘ Řƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

Free State in the search for gold. I feel very proud to (have determined) the original site (it was about two hundred yards 

from the pit) for the first boreƘƻƭŜέΦ ²ƻǊƪ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ WƻƘŀƴƴŜǎōǳǊƎΣ aŀƴƴƛŜ WŀŎƻōǎ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƻǊ 

two business men in the Roberts venture. They were Fritz Marx, a stock-broker, and Peter Woolf, a medical practitioner. 
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wƻōŜǊǘǎ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άƪƭƛǇŘƻƪǘŜǊέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ǿŜǊŜ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƘƛƳ ŎƘƛǇǎ ƻŦ ǊƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻƴŜ 

for inspection, hoping that he would have good news for them. At a depth of 2721 feet, the borehole penetrated lava 

formations into what was recognised as the Witwatersrand system and penetrated a number of gold reefs, one of which 

contained fairgold values ς the first gold reefs ever discovered in the Free State. 

hƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƴΣ ǿƘƻ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ wƻōŜǊǘǎΩ ǿƻǊƪ ς Jacobs, Marx and Woolf ς formed 

Wit Extensions Company Limited in 1933, and in August of that year the pioneer company of the as yet unheralded Free 

State Goldfields was formed to carry on boring operations. Soon money started running out, and at 85 shillings a foot, 

boring would not be able to continue for much longer. All efforts to raise capital were unsuccessful, and Roberts put every 

last penny into his scheme; the drill kept going. In spite of the fact that the bore struck values of 120 in. dwt., the 

borderline of payability, this news was still not incentive enough to attract financial assistance. The drill, through 

determination and back-breaking work, had reached 4046 feet, when the Company was reluctantly compelled to stop the 

drill ς finances were finally exhausted. 

StŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƘƻǘŜƭ ƛƴ hŘŜƴŘŀŀƭǎǊǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΣ !ƭƭŀƴ wƻōŜǊǘǎ ǿŀǎ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΥ ά{ƻƳŜŘŀȅΣ 

someone will believe and have faith and come forward, and the drill will again start its downward trend, eating deep into 

the earth, and (it will) eventually give up its treasure. I am convinced. I will never give in. I have unshaken belief that gold is 

to be found in these Free State fields, ǇŀȅŀōƭŜ ƎƻƭŘΣ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƎƻƭŘŦƛŜƭŘǎΦέ At that time Roberts did not know how prophetic his 

words were. He did not realize that only 400 feet beneath the now silent drill-bit, payable gold lay ready to sweep the 

ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǎǘƻŎƪ ƳŀǊƪŜǘǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŦǊŜƴȊȅ ƻŦ ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜƳŜƴǘ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊƛƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ōŀǎŀƭ ǊŜŜŦΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǎǘǊǳŎƪ 

eleven years later when this borehole was deepened to 4446 feet. A sample from this borehole assayed at 37.7 dwts over 6 

inch per ton. However, that was a story still to come. 

Meanwhile, early in 1933, the Anglo-American Corporation secured options in the Klerksdorp area, and deep boreholes 

soon proved the existence of gold-bearing reef, (which) led to the opening of Western Reefs Mine. The fact that gold had 

been found in payable quantities in this area induced geologists and others with vision to look beyond the Vaal River into 

the Free StatŜΦ !ǘ ƭŀǎǘ ǎǘŜǇǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƻ ǾƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ wƻōŜǊǘǎΩ ǘƘŜƻǊȅΦ .ƻǊŜƘƻƭŜ ǇǊƻǎǇŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛŦƛŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ 

wide area in the vicinity of Odendaalsrus and it was early in 1939 that the first high values were found in borehole No. 5, 

sunk on what has since become the St Helena Mining Lease. By 1940, sufficient work had been done to show that a 

potential gold field did in fact exist where Roberts had predicted. 

While other boreholes had given stimulating results, the potentials of the new goldfield became recognised throughout the 

world  when, in April 1946 the borehole known as Geduld 697 yielded gold assaying 1252 dwts over 18.4 inch equal to 

23.037 inch-dwts. The phenomenal result of Geduld No. 1 borehole was followed nine months later by the Geduld No. 2 

borehole, yielding 1904 dwts over 6.58 inch equal to 12528 inch-dwts. In the region of R6 000 000 was spent in diamond 

ŘǊƛƭƭ ōƻǊŜƘƻƭŜǎ ǘƻ άǇǊƻǾŜέ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƎƻƭŘŦƛŜƭŘΦ 

Thirteen separate mining properties were delimited within the area of the new goldfield which gave rise to the town of 

Welkom around which six of these mines are situated. They are St Helena, the first mine on the new field to come into 

production when the first bars of gold from the Free state goldfields were poured by Mr PM Anderson, chairman of Union 

Corporation, on 26 October 1951, Western Holdings, Free State Geduld, Welkom Mine, President Brand and President 

Steyn. The resulting development of Welkom ς and its neighbouring towns ς over the past fifty years was the spectacular 

climax to the arduous, prolonged and often disappointing work of exploration that was carried out in the early days. It was 

a triumph of scientific knowledge and of personal courage; the years of planning and investigations, the appalling dangers 

to overcome, and the discomforts and hardships endured. These all led to the great discovery that was splashed over the 

front pages of newspapers all over the world, the story of the discovery and esrablishment of a massive mining complex. 

CƻǊ !ƭƭŀƴ wƻōŜǊǘǎΣ Ƙƛǎ άǿƛƭŘ ƎƻƻǎŜ ŎƘŀǎŜέ had been successful. The Free State goldfields are a fitting tribute to his belief and 

perseverance. His memorial still stands in the Free state: the town of Allanridge is named after the true pioneer of the gold 

mining industry in the Free State. 

(Thanks are due to Mrs Gladys Roberts for a number of quotations in this story which were taken from an unpublished 

manuscript.) 
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Aandenk Memorial ς keyhole to riches 
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The Prehistorians: Robert Broom, Palaeontologist Supreme.

By Mike Alfred 

The last time, early in 1925, that we met Robert Broom, the great fossil hunter, in these pages (i.e. the Johannesburg 

IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ WƻǳǊƴŀƭύΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ƘƻƳŀƎŜΣ ƪƴŜŜƭƛƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀǳƴƎ /ƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎƪǳƭƭ ƛƴ wŀȅƳƻƴŘ 5ŀǊǘΩs Wits Medical School 

anatomy department. Broom, already a world famous paleontologistΣ ŀǎƪŜŘ 5ŀǊǘΩǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ 

ŜȄŀƳƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƪǳƭƭΦ 5ŀǊǘ ŀŎŎŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ .ǊƻƻƳΩǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘƻǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀƛƴǎǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ .ǊƻƻƳ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜŘ 

thaǘ 5ŀǊǘΩǎ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘΤ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ¢ŀǳƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ Ŧƻǎǎƛƭ ǎƪǳƭƭΣ ŘǳōōŜŘ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƻǇƛǘƘŜŎƛƴŜΣ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ 

ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ƭƛƴƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ŎƘŀƛƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŀǇŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƴΦ !ƭŀǎΣ ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ .ǊƻƻƳΩǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ Ƴƻǎǘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ 

and Americaƴ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ 5ŀǊǘΩǎ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎǎΦ bƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǿŀǎ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀ ƴƻǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƳŀǇΣ ōǳǘ ƘƻǿΣ 

it was asked, could this miraculous piece of evidence jǳǎǘ Ŧŀƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ 5ŀǊǘΩǎ ƭŀǇΣ ǎƻ ǘƻǎǇŜŀƪΚ aŀƴȅ ǎŀƛŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜΥ ά¢ƘŜ 

Taung skull is that oŦ ŀ ƧǳǾŜƴƛƭŜΤ ǎƘƻǿ ǳǎ ŀƴ ŀŘǳƭǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ 5ŀǊǘΩǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴέΦ bƻ 

other skull was ever found at Taung. Discovery of the Sterkfontein and related fossil sites lay in the future. Broom resumed 

his work with Dinosaur fossils.  

Poor Dart, ignored and isolated, spent miserable years in the scientific wilderness until Broom came to his assistance some 

two decades later. 

Some seventy years later, Professor Lee Berger, a now famous American paleoanthropologist working at Wits, described 

the aesthetics of the Taung Skull - ŀ ŦŀǊ ŎǊȅΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎΣ ŦǊƻƳ .ǊƻƻƳΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǎǎƛƭΦ .ŜǊƎŜǊ ǿǊƛǘŜǎ ǘƘǳǎΥ ά¢ƘŜ 

whole skull is about the size of a grapefruit, and although half the brain cast is missing, it has an aura of perfection about it. 

When held to the light, the surface is transformed into a beautiful field of calcium carbonate crystals that sparkle like 

diamonds. It is as if Nature has compensated for the missing pieces by creating this little crystal wonderland through the 

ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ŦƻǎǎƛƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΦ !ǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎƪǳƭƭ ƭŀȅ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ǎƛŘŜΣ ǎŜŘƛƳŜƴǘǎ ǎŜŜǇŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŀƳŜƴ ƳŀƎƴǳƳΣ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƭŜ ŀǘ 

the base of the head, filling half the skull. The rest became a miniature cave complete with stalagmites and stalactites, with 

only the tiny stalagmites remaining. It is also probably singly the most beautiful fossil of an early human ever discovered. 

Besides the crystal field adorning the brain cast, the surface of the fossil bone of the face and jaw is a soft cream colour, 

while the endocast of the brain is preserved in a deep ochre-ŎƻƭƻǳǊŜŘ ƭƛƳŜǎǘƻƴŜΦέ  

.ǊƻƻƳΩǎ ŀŎǘ ƻŦ ƎŜƴǳŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀǳƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ƘƛǎǘǊƛƻƴƛŎ Ƴŀƴ ς though there is little other 

evidence to suggest this. When describing him, one might ratƘŜǊ ǳǎŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άǳƴŦƭŀƎƎƛƴƎƭȅ ŜƴŜǊƎŜǘƛŎέΣ ŀ άƴƻƴ-stop, 

ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘŜǊέ ώпрс ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǿƻǊƪǎϐΣ ŀ άƳŀƴ ŜƴƻǊƳƻǳǎƭȅ ŎǳǊƛƻǳǎΣ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƳōƛǘƛƻǳǎέΣ ŀ άǎŜŜƪŜǊ ƻŦ 

fame, with an accompanying hard streak, impatient and irritable for resulǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜǎέΣ ŀǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ 

blasting the Sterkfontein breccia to unearth fossils. He was a peripatetic soul - always on the move to a new site and a new 

source of scientific exploration. As described by Findlay, his biographer, Broom dƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ άŀ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǊŜǎǘƭŜǎǎƴŜǎǎΦέ   

Broom, the man of Science, was extraordinary in that he believed providential spirit voices led him to discovery sites. He 

certainly displayed an uncanny knack of pinpointing significant fossil locations in a seemingly vast and uniform wilderness. 

He was a believer, but also at home with the concept of evolution. His integrative view held that God was using 

evolutionary development to create a conscious being, man. 

One obtains the impression that he was a bit of a lad, aƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙƛǎ ǿƛŦŜ aŀǊȅΩǎ ŜƴŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘ ƳŀǘǊƛƳƻƴƛŀƭ 

dedication was close to sainthood. Somehow she was assured that he would always come back, which he did. One of 

.ǊƻƻƳΩǎ ƻŦǘ-quoted life homilies involved marrying a woman who loved you. The corollary was notable for its absence. 

Broom looked forward to his sojourn in Paradise among the pretty girls. 

Robert Broom was born into a working class family in Paisley, Scotland in 1866. His gentle, literate father introduced him to 

the natural world at an early age. Broom died in Pretoria 84 years later, within hours of completing a paper on the 

!ǳǎǘǊŀƭƻǇƛǘƘŜŎƛƴŜǎ ƻŦ YǊƻƳŘǊŀŀƛΦ IŜ ƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜΥ ά¢ƘŜǊŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ŀƳ LΗέ IŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘ 

medicine at Glasgow University, winning a prize for midwifery. This skill no doubt enhanced his capability as a country 

doctor in South Africa, allowing the family just sufficient income while he pursued his main interest, fossil gathering, 

His scientific career, which began in Australia, was originŀƭƭȅ ōǊƻŀŘƭȅ ōŀǎŜŘΦ !ǎ tƘƛƭƛǇ ¢ƻōƛŀǎ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΣ άIƛǎ ǇŀǘƛŜƴǘǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ 

compete for his time with marsupials, monotremes and their embryos and fossils in the Wombeyan Caves of New South 

²ŀƭŜǎΦέ ²ƘƛƭŜ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΣ ƘŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ŀ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ нл ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜƴ ƘŜ Ƙad already published and he earned an MD from 




